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RECTOR’S REPORT - 2021

I don’t know about you, but I am running out of clichés to describe what we’ve been through over
the last two years. When I wrote my report to vestry in February of 2020, I had no idea what was in
store for us merely a few weeks later. And when [ wrote my report to vestry in February of 2021, I
imagined that, by now, we would be free of COVD-19. But here we are in February of 2022 and, alas,
the pandemic is still a part of our lives.

In many ways, though, St. Olave’s has emerged from 2021 in very good shape. We had two baptisms
and celebrated the joyful marriage of our Assistant Curate, Rev’d Alexandra, to the Rev’d Jeff Stone.
We also celebrated (at Royal St. George’s College) the ordination of Dr. Jim Leatch to the permanent
diaconate. Under Martha Drake’s leadership, our stewardship efforts have resulted in significant
increases in tax receiptable givings. Martha brings her many gifts, experience and infectious energy
to this role, and we are blessed by her leadership. A large grant from the diocese enabled us to
purchase and install permanent livestreaming equipment, allowing us to transition from pre-recorded
to livestreamed services. Our efforts to produce high quality online worship paid off, and we have
expanded our viewership to homes across the country. Our average weekly YouTube views in 2021
of Sunday and major feast day services was 154, which is a fantastic result for a parish our size.
Throughout the pandemic, the weekday offices of Morning and Evening Prayer have been said
regularly and in 2021 we developed a roster of faithful lay people who pray them with me live on
Facebook. And we have had a number of special events and education series which have garnered
large numbers of views and helped buoy us all during some of the darkest moments of the year. And
so despite the limitations we faced 2021, the vibrant ministry of our parish has gone from strength to
strength.

We had several significant ministry transitions in 2021. Rev’d Alexandra served our parish for over
two years and we all benefited from her preaching, teaching and pastoral care. It was the first time in
a long time (perhaps ever) that the parish had a curate, and many of us enjoyed the opportunity to
collectively mentor a newly ordained minister. [ don’t know if another similar opportunity will come
our way in the future, but if it does, I would be pleased to have another curate join us. We also
welcomed, as referenced above, the Rev’d Dr. Jim Leatch as our parish deacon in 2021. Jim continues
his role as chaplain at Royal St. George’s College and we benefit from his ministry on Sundays and
other occasions. Jim is a very welcome addition to our ministry team. On February 10 of this year,
Bishop Asbil appointed the Rev’d Dr. PJ Carefoote as an Honorary Assistant at St. Olave’s. Over the
past few years, PJ has become a dear friend of the parish and [ am delighted that his ministry here has
now become official. We also welcomed Brittany Hudson back to the parish after a two-year hiatus
and she has been producing beautiful and powerful lessons for the children of Junior Church. And
last, but certainly not least, we were joined by Dr. Hanné Becker who continues to serve as our Interim
Director of Music. Hanné has prevailed marvellously throughout the challenges of the latest lockdown
and is working hard to rebuild the choir as we move forward. I am truly blessed by the depth and
breadth of the ministry team at St. Olave’s and not a day goes by where I don’t count these blessings.

We have been extremely well served by our lay leaders throughout the year. Janice Douglas, Sharm
Powell, Allan Taylor and Carol Ambler, along with Annis Tebutt our Treasurer, are superb leaders
and have provided our parish with excellent guidance. I could not have asked for a better team of
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skilled and experienced people to help us navigate these unprecedented times. I am happy to reappoint
Janice Douglas as Rector’s Warden. I cannot adequately express how fortunate we are to have the
skills and commitment of Janice, especially throughout the pandemic. She did an exceptional job
cditing and promoting our pre-recorded services between March 2020 and September 2021 and
continues to use her diverse skill set and devotion to the parish to help us grow and thrive. I am
happily reappointing Allan Taylor, an 8:30 a.m. parishioner, as Deputy Rector’s Warden. Allan brings
a vast array of skills to the position especially related to building issues, and brings a keen business
mind to the task. Sharm Powell is again allowing her name to stand for People’s Warden and Carol
Ambler for Deputy People’s Warden. Both have financial backgrounds and have been exceptional
additions to the leadership team, bringing their many professional and personal skills to the job. Annis
Tebbutt has been reappointed by the wardens as our treasurer and we continue to be blessed by her
dedication to this vital role. With this group of strong leaders, we are well positioned to continue our
trajectory of growth and ministry success.

Our staff contributes to the growth and health of our parish in many ways. Our Sexton, Dave, has
continued to keep our building operating and looking beautiful, even at reduced hours. And Judy, our
parish administrator, quietly, diligently and patiently keeps St. Olave’s moving forward in spite of
the lockdowns which kept her out of the building for large parts of the year. I remain ever grateful for
the very fine and dedicated staff of our parish.

And I sincerely wish to thank you, the parishioners of St. Olave’s, for your prayers, your kind and
encouraging words, and your generosity throughout 2021. Many of you hold volunteer positions in
the church, support our ministries by attending services and events, and offer untold hours of
volunteer service. Among many things, we are a church of strong arms, tireless feet and generous
hearts. Thank you for everything you give and do for the ministry of St. Olave’s.

I pray that when I sit down to write my report in February of 2023, lockdowns, masks and physical
distancing will all be long forgotten. (May God grant that it be so!) But no matter what happens, I am
confident that God has good things in store for us and I look forward to continuing to grow in faith
together.

Respectfully submitted,

The Rev’d Rob Mitchell
Rector
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