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November 22, 2021
Dear Friend of St. Olave's,

When we launched the What St. Olave’s Means to Me testimonial project in 2018, we had no idea what was in store for the world,
little more than a year down the road. But in hindsight, we could not have picked a better time. As we now slowly begin to move
toward a semblance of normal church life, we can read this wonderful collection of reflections, knowing the pain of being separated
from our beautiful church home and each other. I am especially grateful to Jim Shapland, Aden Shapland and all those who

contributed to this magnificent endeavour.

I cannot say enough good things about the booklet enclosed in this mailer. It is a unique and touching collection of personal
anecdotes and thoughtful remarks on the irreplaceable role St. Olave’s plays in the lives of many of our parishioners. I truly hope you

will read it, and read it again, and perhaps bring it out every few months to read again. I think you will find it moving and inspiring.

As we approach Christmas, the publication of What St. Olave’s Means to Me is timely. Last year, almost certainly for the first time in
the history of 360 Windermere Avenue, our doors were closed for Christmas. But this year, God willing, we will once again welcome
parishioners and visitors alike to celebrate the birth of our Lord within the walls of our church. I suspect our Christmas services will

have special meaning for each of us as we give thanks for the chance to worship together again.

As is always the case at this time of year, we are inviting you to consider how you might support

the parish in the closing weeks of the calendar year. Despite great generosity from our

WHAT SMNT

parishioners this year, we are currently facing the likelihood of a significant financial deficit at 4 VEI S
the end of 2021. If you are able to make a special gift this Christmas, you would be helping us
close that gap. ME}\N TO ME

Whether you can support us financially or in other ways (see “The 12 Ways of Christmas”
below and the calendar of events on the reverse), we invite everyone to use the detachable card
below to jot down what St. Olave’s means to you. We will use some select quotes from these
cards in future communications and we would be delighted to hear how our parish has made a

difference in your life.

. . . . Edited by Jim Shapland
Caroline and I wish you a blessed Christmas and continue to pray regularly for you and for our D S criop

community.
What does St. Olave's
mean to you? Please fill

out the form below and

+
\ H return it in the enclosed
The Reverend Rob Mitchell, Rector giving envelope.

THE 12 WAYS OF CHRISTMAS

WHAT DOES I will support St. Olave’s ministries by:
|_Imaking a financial gift (see below)
ST. OLA\/E,S [_Ishopping at the online Christmas Emporium
|_]donating to the toy drive [ |food drive or[ |mitten tree
MEAN TO YOU? [_lhonouring a loved one with an altar poinsettia
|_ljoining in-person worship
[_]joining live streamed worship
[_|watching and sharing the nativity play video
|| participating in Morning Prayer for
Christmastide on Zoom
|| praying for our parish
[ ]All of the above!

Please find my gift enclosed, or | will make my
Christmas gift at stolaves.ca/giveonline
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