
Jesus before the Council 
St Mark 14:53—65 

Then Jesus was taken to the High Priest's house, where all the chief priests, the elders, 
and the teachers of the Law were gathering.  Peter followed from a distance and went 
into the courtyard of the High Priest's house. There he sat down with the guards, 
keeping himself warm by the 
fire. The chief priests and the 
whole Council tried to find some 
evidence against Jesus in order to 
put him to death, but they could 
not find any.  Many witnesses told 
lies against Jesus, but their stories 
did not agree. 

Then some men stood up and told 
this lie against Jesus: “We heard 
him say, ‘I will tear down this 
Temple which men have made, 
and after three days I will build 
one that is not made by 
men.’”  Not even they, however, 
could make their stories agree. 

The High Priest stood up in front of them all and questioned Jesus, “Have you no 
answer to the accusation they bring against you?” 

But Jesus kept quiet and would not say a word. Again the High Priest questioned him, 
“Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed God?” 



“I am,” answered Jesus, “and you will all see the Son of Man seated at the right side of 
the Almighty and coming with the clouds of heaven!” 

The High Priest tore his robes and said, “We don't need any more witnesses!  You 
heard his blasphemy. What is your decision?” 

They all voted against him: he was guilty and should be put to death. 

Some of them began to spit on Jesus, and they blindfolded him and hit him. “Guess 
who hit you!” they said.  And the guards took him and slapped him. 

Peter Denies Jesus 
St Mark 14:66—72 

Peter was still down in the courtyard when one of the High Priest's servant women 
came by.  When she saw Peter warming himself, she looked straight at him and said, 
“You, too, were with Jesus of Nazareth.” 

But he denied it. “I don't know … I 
don't understand what you are talking 
about,” he answered, and went out into 
the passageway. Just then a rooster 
crowed. 

The servant woman saw him there and 
began to repeat to the bystanders, “He 
is one of them!”  But Peter denied it 
again. 

A little while later the bystanders 
accused Peter again, “You can't deny 
that you are one of them, because you, 
too, are from Galilee.” 



Then Peter said, “I swear that I am telling the truth! May God punish me if I am not! I 
do not know the man you are talking about!” 

Just then a rooster crowed a second time, and Peter remembered how Jesus had said to 
him, “Before the rooster crows two times, you will say three times that you do not know 
me.” And he broke down and cried. 

Jesus before Pilate 
St Mark 15:1—5 

Early in the morning the chief priests met 
hurriedly with the elders, the teachers of 
the Law, and the whole Council, and 
made their plans. They put Jesus in 
chains, led him away, and handed him 
over to Pilate.  Pilate questioned him, 
“Are you the king of the Jews?” 

Jesus answered, “So you say.” 

The chief priests were accusing Jesus of 
many things, so Pilate questioned him 
again, “Aren't you going to answer? 
Listen to all their accusations!” 

Again Jesus refused to say a word, and 
Pilate was amazed. 



Jesus Is Sentenced to Death 
St Mark 15:6—15 

 At every Passover Festival Pilate was in the habit of setting free any one prisoner the 
people asked for.  At that time a man named Barabbas was in prison with the rebels 
who had committed murder in the riot.  When the crowd gathered and began to ask 
Pilate for the usual favor, he asked them, “Do you want me to set free for you the king 
of the Jews?”  He knew very well that the chief priests had handed Jesus over to him 
because they were jealous. 

But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to ask, instead, that Pilate set Barabbas free 
for them.  Pilate spoke again to the crowd, “What, then, do you want me to do with the 
one you call the king of the Jews?” 

They shouted back, “Crucify him!” 

“But what crime has he committed?” Pilate asked. 

They shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” 

Pilate wanted to please the crowd, so he set Barabbas free for them. Then he had Jesus 
whipped and handed him over to be crucified. 

The Soldiers Make Fun of Jesus 
St Mark 15:16—20 

The soldiers took Jesus inside to the courtyard of the governor's palace and called 
together the rest of the company.  They put a purple robe on Jesus, made a crown out 
of thorny branches, and put it on his head.  Then they began to salute him: “Long live 
the King of the Jews!”  They beat him over the head with a stick, spat on him, fell on 
their knees, and bowed down to him. When they had finished making fun of him, they 



took off the purple robe and put his own clothes back on him. Then they led him out to 
crucify him. 

Jesus Carries His Cross 
St Luke 23:26 

The soldiers led Jesus away, and as they were going, they met a man from Cyrene 
named Simon who was coming into the city from the country. They seized him, put the 
cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. 

Jesus Is Crucified 
St John 19:17—21, 25—27 

He went out, carrying his cross, 
and came to “The Place of the 
Skull,” as it is called. (In Hebrew it 
is called “Golgotha.”)  There they 
crucified him; and they also 
crucified two other men, one on 
each side, with Jesus between 
them.  Pilate wrote a notice and 
had it put on the cross. “Jesus of 
Nazareth, the King of the Jews,” is 
what he wrote.  Many people read 
it, because the place where Jesus 
was crucified was not far from the 
city. The notice was written in 
Hebrew, Latin, and Greek.  



Standing close to Jesus’ cross were his mother, his mother's sister, Mary the wife of 
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  Jesus saw his mother and the disciple he loved standing 
there; so he said to his mother, “He is your son.” 

Then he said to the disciple, “She is your mother.” From that time the disciple took her 
to live in his home. 

The Death of Jesus 
St John 28—37 

Jesus knew that by now everything had been completed; and in order to make the 
scripture come true, he said, “I am thirsty.” 

A bowl was there, full of cheap wine; so a sponge was soaked in the wine, put on a stalk 
of hyssop, and lifted up to his lips. Jesus drank the wine and said, “It is finished!” 

Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

Then the Jewish authorities asked Pilate to allow them to break the legs of the men who 
had been crucified, and to take the bodies down from the crosses. They requested this 
because it was Friday, and they did not want the bodies to stay on the crosses on the 
Sabbath, since the coming Sabbath was especially holy. So the soldiers went and broke 
the legs of the first man and then of the other man who had been crucified with 
Jesus. But when they came to Jesus, they saw that he was already dead, so they did not 
break his legs.  One of the soldiers, however, plunged his spear into Jesus' side, and at 
once blood and water poured out. The one who saw this happen has spoken of it, so 
that you also may believe. What he said is true, and he knows that he speaks the 
truth.)  This was done to make the scripture come true: “Not one of his bones will be 
broken.” And there is another scripture that says, “People will look at him whom they 
pierced.” 



The Burial of Jesus 
St Luke 23:50—56 

There was a man named Joseph from Arimathea, a town in Judea. He was a good and 
honourable man, who was waiting for the coming of the Kingdom of God. Although he 
was a member of the Council, he had not agreed with their decision and action. He 
went into the presence of Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then he took the body 
down, wrapped it in a linen sheet, and placed it in a tomb which had been dug out of 
solid rock and which had never been used.  It was Friday, and the Sabbath was about to 
begin. 

The women who had followed Jesus from Galilee went with Joseph and saw the tomb 
and how Jesus' body was placed in it.  Then they went back home and prepared the 
spices and perfumes for the body. 

On the Sabbath they rested, as the Law commanded. 


