
The Guard at the Tomb 
St Matthew 27:62—66 

The next day, which was a Sabbath, the chief priests and the Pharisees met with 
Pilate  and said, “Sir, we remember that while that liar was still alive he said, ‘I will be 
raised to life three days later.’  Give orders, then, for his tomb to be carefully guarded 
until the third day, so that his 
disciples will not be able to go and 
steal the body, and then tell the 
people that he was raised from 
death. This last lie would be even 
worse than the first one.” 

“Take a guard,” Pilate told them; “go 
and make the tomb as secure as you 
can.” 

So they left and made the tomb 
secure by putting a seal on the stone 
and leaving the guard on watch. 

The Resurrection 
St Mark 16:1—7 

After the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome 
bought spices to go and anoint the body of Jesus.  Very early on Sunday morning, at 
sunrise, they went to the tomb.  On the way they said to one another, “Who will roll 
away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” (It was a very large stone.) Then 
they looked up and saw that the stone had already been rolled back.  So they entered 



the tomb, where they saw a young man sitting at the right, wearing a white robe—and 
they were alarmed. 

“Don't be alarmed,” he said. “I know you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was 
crucified. He is not here—he has been raised! Look, here is the place where he was 
placed.  Now go and give this message to his disciples, including Peter: ‘He is going to 
Galilee ahead of you; there you will see him, just as he told you.’” 

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene 
St John 19:11—18 

 Mary stood crying outside the tomb. While she was still crying, she bent over and 
looked in the tomb and saw two angels there dressed in white, sitting where the body of 
Jesus had been, one at the head and the other at the feet.  “Woman, why are you 
crying?” they asked her. 

She answered, “They have taken my 
Lord away, and I do not know where 
they have put him!” 

Then she turned around and saw 
Jesus standing there; but she did not 
know that it was Jesus.  “Woman, why 
are you crying?” Jesus asked her. 
“Who is it that you are looking for?” 

She thought he was the gardener, so 
she said to him, “If you took him 
away, sir, tell me where you have put 
him, and I will go and get him.” 



Jesus said to her, “Mary!” 

She turned toward him and said in Hebrew, “Rabboni!” (This means “Teacher.”) 

“Do not hold on to me,” Jesus told her, “because I have not yet gone back up to the 
Father. But go to my brothers and tell them that I am returning to him who is my 
Father and their Father, my God and their God.” 

So Mary Magdalene went and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord and related 
to them what he had told her. 

The Road to Emmaus 
St Luke 24:13—35 

On that same day two of Jesus' followers were going to a village named Emmaus, about 
seven miles from Jerusalem, and they were talking to each other about all the things 
that had happened.  As they talked and discussed, Jesus himself drew near and walked 
along with them; they saw him, but somehow did not recognize him. Jesus said to 
them, “What are you talking about to each other, as you walk along?” 

They stood still, with sad faces.  One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the 
only visitor in Jerusalem who doesn't know the things that have been happening there 
these last few days?” 

“What things?” he asked. 

“The things that happened to Jesus of Nazareth,” they answered. “This man was a 
prophet and was considered by God and by all the people to be powerful in everything 
he said and did.  Our chief priests and rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, 
and he was crucified.  And we had hoped that he would be the one who was going to set 
Israel free! Besides all that, this is now the third day since it happened.  Some of the 
women of our group surprised us; they went at dawn to the tomb, but could not find his 
body. They came back saying they had seen a vision of angels who told them that he is 



alive.  Some of our group went to the tomb and found it exactly as the women had said, 
but they did not see him.” 

Then Jesus said to them, “How foolish you are, how slow you are to believe everything 
the prophets said!  Was it not necessary 
for the Messiah to suffer these things 
and then to enter his glory?”  And 
Jesus explained to them what was said 
about himself in all the Scriptures, 
beginning with the books of Moses 
and the writings of all the prophets. 

As they came near the village to which 
they were going, Jesus acted as if he 
were going farther; but they held him 
back, saying, “Stay with us; the day is 
almost over and it is getting dark.” So 
he went in to stay with them.  He sat 
down to eat with them, took the bread, 
and said the blessing; then he broke 
the bread and gave it to them.  Then 
their eyes were opened and they 
recognized him, but he disappeared from their sight.  They said to each other, “Wasn't 
it like a fire burning in us when he talked to us on the road and explained the Scriptures 
to us?” 

They got up at once and went back to Jerusalem, where they found the eleven disciples 
gathered together with the others and saying, “The Lord is risen indeed! He has 
appeared to Simon [Peter]!” 

The two then explained to them what had happened on the road, and how they had 
recognized the Lord when he broke the bread.


