
Growing together �
in faith



a place to pray
 

a place to sing 
favourite hymns or 
learn new ones


a place to nurture 
friendships


a place where 
your children can 
grow in faith


a place to celebrate 
baptism, confirmation 
or wedding


a place where you 
can bring your 
troubles or leave 
them behind
a place to unplug or

to recharge


a place to belong
 

What does St. Olave’s give to you?

All of the above…and more!



of your time, talents and yes, your financial gifts too.



St. Olave’s is also a place to give –�
 



St. Olave’s is important to non-parishioners too:
We support national and 
international missions:
Ø  Second Century Mission 

Fund 
Ø  Romanian Orphans 
Ø  ACW outreach
Ø  Junior Church and Youth 

Group outreach

Countless lives are affected by our ministry.

We are home to two congregations:
Ø  Sudanese Community Church of Toronto
Ø  Ethiopian Orthodox Church

We are home to several community groups:
Ø  Addus 
Ø  Scouts, Cubs, Beaver, Guides, Brownies, 

Sparks
Ø  Hunger Patrol



Reality check: �
St. Olave’s needs to increase �
its givings in order to forge �

a sustainable future.





But we have a solid 
foundation on which 
to build:

Ø  We have strong 

leadership
Ø  We offer a quality 

worship experience with 
thoughtful sermons and 
beautiful music

Ø  We have an engaging 
children’s program

Ø  We have dedicated 
volunteers



News from Bishop 
Jenny Andison 
(shared Sept 19, 2017)

Ø  Bishop Jenny believes decline in Toronto 
churches “may” have bottomed out. Statistics 
show that on average, churches in the 
Diocese are neither growing nor shrinking.

Ø  She says we have been called to minister at a 
time of a significant generational shift when 
older “pensioned” parishioners and younger 
families with less disposable income fill the 
pews together.



Some facts: �
�
Our attendance �
is on the rise:

Compare figures from 
January 1 to third Sunday 
of September. In 2017 we 
have experienced  a 7% 
increase.
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Our givings are 
on a slight rise, 
after a three-
year decline:
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But … our 
expenses continue 
to outpace income

BLUE - Givings decreased from 
2013-2015, with increase in 2016

RED - Other revenue (rentals, 
investment income, fundraising)

GREEN - Total expenses are 
relatively stable



Giving in 2016

Duplex	
offerings,	

51	

Pre-
authorize
d	giving,	

24	

Named	
non-
duplex	

offerings,	
72	

Stock	
transfers,	

2	

Duplex	
offerings,	
$61,415	

Pre-
authorized	
giving,	
$31,845	

Named	non-
duplex	

offerings,	
$21,045	

Stock	
transfers,	
$10,500	

Loose	
collecHon,	
$5,005	

TOTAL GIVINGS 

$129,810

�
Named non-duplex 
offerings and loose 
collection can also 
include regular donors

Dollar amounts Method of giving



Budgeted at 2017 Vestry

Congregational givings   $123,400
Other income (includes rental income, investment �
income, memorials, fundraising events,) $125,720
Total Revenue    $243,970
Total Expenses    $294,950
Structural deficit   ($50,980)


This is 
unsustainable 
for our future 



A structural deficit puts a constraint �
on our ability to meet our core mission. 


It also puts a constraint on our future.
 



Imagine if St. Olave’s had an operating surplus. �
How could we use that money to spread God’s love?

Ø  Feed the hungry in Toronto and elsewhere
Ø  Sponsor a refugee family
Ø  Provide support to seniors  
Ø  Give to our Second Century Mission Fund
Ø  Expand our library
Ø  Offer more programs to children and youth
Ø  Host more arts or outreach events




The possibilities  
are endless. 

Transforming the 
way we give will 

help us get there.



INVITE �
Share our inspiring sermons, beautiful music and engaging 

children’s program with your friends and neighbours

GIVE �
Consider whether you can 

increase your personal 
weekly or annual offerings 

ATTEND �
Deepen your relationship 
with God by experiencing 

a more regular worship 
schedule

How do 
we increase 

givings?



St. O’s  
2020 vision: 

By the year 2020 
our collective 
goal is to …

Increase service 
ATTENDANCE by 

20% 
 

Increase our PARISH MEMBERSHIP by 
20%

Increase GIVINGS 
each year by 

20%
 



Next step - focus groups

We want to know what St. Olave’s means to 
you, and the place it holds in your heart. 





The Focus Groups will look at these questions:�
 

1.  What do you love about St. Olave’s?

2.  What do you see as the current and future needs �
(what gaps need to be filled)?

3.  What can we collectively do about it?

 



1. What do you love about St. Olave’s?�
 

q  Worship
q  Music

q  Missions

q  Community Involvement

q  Other things __________________________________�
________________________________________�

 



2. What do you see as the current and future needs �
(what gaps need to be filled)?

q  Expanding community services
q  Larger congregation
q  Unsustainable financial position
q  Others _____________________________________�

________________________________________�
 



q  Pray for St. Olave’s
q  Attract new members into the church
q  Volunteer 
q  Increase my givings to St. Olave’s
q  Other ideas ___________________________________ 
________________________________________
________________________________________

3. What can we, collectively, do about it?



What’s next?

Ø The committee will take all the inputs and 
consolidate them into one document.

Ø  Share with the Parish

Ø Renewal of our approach to Givings





Focus Group Dates
Join us on ONE of the following dates for an informal focus group:

Ø  Sunday, October 15, noon – Martha Drake and Sharmila Powell

Ø  Wednesday, October 25, 7 p.m. – Annis Tebbutt and Sandra Franke

Ø  Sunday October 29, noon – Janice Douglas and Paul Scrivener

Ø  Tuesday, October 17 10 a.m. & 2 p.m. (during ACW and Mary and 
Martha meetings) – Don Weston and Bob Ragsdale

All of these sessions will be in the Ethel Brown Room. Details to follow.





How can you help?


1. Pray for St. Olave’s future

2. Attend a focus group

3. Consider your giving levels and habits

4. Stay on top of For the Love of �
St. Olave’s news and communications



In the coming months �
and years we will be 
endeavouring to transform 
the way we give. 

We pray that For the Love 
of St. Olave’s will inspire 
you to reflect on our church 
and renew your faith in its 
future.
 



Thank you for coming today!
Your Committee will continue to:

Ø Work very hard to address all of the points that 
have been raised

Ø  Provide ongoing updates on our progress


