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Channeling Olaf’s spirit of invitation
Rector’s Letter

The Rev’d Robert Mitchell

O

ne of the scripture lessons often
used for church services on St.
Olave’s Day (July 29) is Matthew
28.19: “Go ye therefore, and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the Name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.” St. Olaf, the 11th Century
King of Norway and our church’s namesake, was responsible for the conversion of
countless souls to the Christian faith (let’s
not get into his methods here!).
I think we here at St. Olave’s, Swansea,
should consider this heritage of ours a little
more intently. We should think of ourselves
as a church that follows in the footsteps of
the saint after whom our church was named
(in a much more peaceful way, of course).
Olaf Haraldsson was zealous for making
Christians out of those within his territories.
We can emulate his zeal for the faith by
inviting our neighbours to church.
This year, we are adjusting the focus of
our stewardship programme For the Love of
St. Olave’s towards participation. We want
to see our weekly attendance grow. There
are two ways this can happen. The first is
that those of us who already attend can attend more often. For example, if you attend
St. Olave’s twice a month on average, consider increasing your attendance to three
times a month. This can be accomplished
on Sunday mornings, but also our services
of Morning Prayer most Tuesdays through
Fridays, Holy Communion Wednesdays at
11:15 as well as a rich selection of Evensong and Feast Day services throughout the
year (visit our website for details and be
sure to check the brochure in this mailing).
The second way our weekly attendance
can grow is by welcoming people into our
church community. The best way for this to
happen is for each of us to invite them. To
make it easier for you, we’ve included two
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cards for you to invite someone to Gathering Sunday, September 9, or any service.
More will be available on the table in the
Narthex at the back of the church.
What we have in this place together is a
treasure worth sharing. Our traditions, our
music, our education programming, our
children’s ministry, are all things that the
community around our building can benefit
from. Let’s share them with as many people
as we can. This fall, consider inviting someone to join you at church, and let’s grow our
church together!
Rob+
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ABOVE, hungry
parishioners line
up at the annual
St. Olave’s Day
Patronal Festival.
For more pictures
see page 4.

LOOK for this
invitation in this
envelope and use it
this fall to invite
someone to church!

THIS JUST IN!
Sunday, October 28, 5 p.m.
Choral Evensong with special
guests, St. Paul’s Cathedral
Choir from London, Ontario,
followed by community
supper! Don’t miss it!

Parish News

Gathering
community
together for
Gathering
Sunday!
By Jim Shapland, Chair
St. Olave’s Growth Committee

G

athering Sunday on September 9 is our very own
home-grown version of a
“Back to Church Sunday” celebration. It will have all the usual elements to welcome you back after
our glorious Summer. Our magnificent choir will return from their
summer hiatus to perform at the
10:30 service. The children of our
Junior Church will be returning for
a full range of Rally Sunday activities.
And the service will be followed
by another “Lunch on the Lawns”.
We have again engaged our
favourite churrasqueira to provide a
delicious, rotisserie barbecued
chicken lunch – with all the usual
“sides”. There will be a free-will
basket available for your contributions to help us to defray our costs
of the lunch.
This year we are endeavouring to
reach out to our broader Bloor West
Village/ High Park communities to
encourage them to join us for this
event. Several of our “politico” dignitaries have been invited to join us
and have confirmed their acceptances to attend. But here’s the
“CHERRY ON THE SUNDAE!”
We have also just booked the
vaunted Windermere String Quartet
to perform a mini-concert for us on
the lawns just after the lunch service. They have played for us before
in a similar setting and it was truly
memorable.
Enough said. This is shaping up
as a huge winner to bring you back
to. We look forward to seeing you
there.
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From the plate to the pew
Don Weston, Chair
For The Love Of St. Olave’s Committee

L

ast October we launched For the Love
of St. Olave’s (FTLOSO) on our Feast
of the Dedication. Since then we have
seen a remarkable transformation in giving.
This year, we are considerably ahead of our
historical pattern of revenue from the congregation. This bodes well for the church to be
able to continue with all of its current programs and offerings, as well as considering
new ones.
This has all been due to your responses to
this initiative, and we are all so grateful for
your support. As we enter the last part of the
year, we trust this will be continued.
One comment I have received from many
parishioners is: “We give what we can in the
collection plate.” This caused us to look at
the full meaning of the Stewardship Program
in that it isn’t just about the giving of money
to the church, but it is a much broader message of contributing to the overall fabric of
St. Olave’s through active participation and
regular worship.
The second phase of FTLOSO will delve
into these important aspects of stewardship.
As you may recall, one of the program’s
stated goals was also to increase attendance
by 20% by 2020. This is accomplished not
only by welcoming new members (of which
there have been many in the past year), but
also by existing members increasing their

Stewardship update

own regular pattern of worship.
As you can see from the chart, our average
attendance has climbed steadily in the past
two years. Through our monthly “What St.
Olave’s Means to Me” e-blast testimonials,
we are sharing the reasons many parishioners
value and come to St. Olave’s.
We invite you to think about adopting a
more regular pattern of worship and see what
putting your relationship with God at the
centre of your life could do for you too.

Refresh, renos and upgrades!
WARDEN’S WORDS
Janice Douglas, Annis Tebbutt,
Sandra Franke, Paul Scrivener

P

arishioners coming to St. Olave’s can see
the painting and the refreshing happening
now in the Warden’s Vestry. Our goal is to
brighten and enhance this room so that it will be a
highly functioning, pleasant space for all its many
purposes. We would like to extend a thank you to
the volunteers who have helped and to Dave
Webb, our Sexton, for all the painting that he has
done over the warm summer months.
An in-depth analysis of the electrical systems at
St. Olave’s Church has led to extensive rewiring,
laying of new cables and installing new power
outlets to ensure that floodlights are working and
that electrical systems are safe.
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Special Vestry Update:
On May 27 we held a Special Vestry to
inform the congregation of our intention
to withdraw some of our funds from the
Diocesan Consolidated Trust Fund. Our
holdings in the fund are the surplus from
the sale of the old Rectory and purchase
of the new one. The funds were requested
to renovate the Rectory kitchen, acquire a
Rectory property survey and replace the
fence. We received the requested
$38,000 as well as a $4,000 grant from
the Carlton Fund. These renovations will
be taking place over the course of the
next few months. We look forward to providing a modern and efficient kitchen
with maximum space and storage.
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A visit to St. Olave’s Hart Street, London
By Michael Ball

R

ecently, before touring
around the British Isles, I
spent two nights in London close to Tower Bridge.
Sunday morning found me
looking for a church and was
told the nearest was three minutes walk from my hotel. I was
surprised to discover that it was
St Olave’s, Hart Street one of
the few churches to survive the
Great London Fire of 1666. I
was warmly welcomed into the
church and discovered that this
was their last service before a
summer break, it was a service
of Holy Communion, and they
were also celebrating St Olave’s
Day. I was even introduced to a
Toronto couple who have been
living in London for a number of
years and call St Olave’s their
parish home.
I remembered reading in our
church history, “THE FIRST CENTURY” that we had inherited our
stone font from a church in London
in 1932 and was even more
shocked to discover that it came
from St. Olave’s Hart Street. The

church was severely damaged by
the Blitz in 1941 and their guidebook says: “A glance towards the
Baptistry gives us a view of the
Oak Font towards the cost of which
a generous gift came from St
Olave’s Swansea.”
Are these just coincidences …
I believe not.

The church yard and
main entrance, a
window depicting
St. Olaf and the
nave. Thanks to
Michael for finding
this legible copy of
the article in the
Toronto Star
archives!

Coming soon … to
a wall near you!
Many of you participated in our sumer
student Robb Sykes’ parish portrait
project. This was a time-consuming endeavour but Robb said it afforded him a
great way to reach out to people, introduce himself, and then spend a few minutes with them as he snapped their
photos. More than 60 photos (totalling
well over 100 people) will soon be displayed in the Ethel Brown Room on a
board that allows us to easily add people.
Names have been printed out and affixed
to each photo so now, when you can’t remember someone’s name during Coffee
Hour, you can quickly check the wall and
say hello. Our thanks to everyone who
participated. If you missed getting your
photo taken, let Rev’d Rob know!
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Junior Church & Youth

Falling for
Junior Church

Junior Church
children and
leaders in June
on certificate day
in June. Below,
Ayelen Eng
robes up for
two weeks at
Diocesan Choir
Camp this
August!

By Brittany Hudson
Child & Youth Minister

G

uess what?! Junior Church is almost
back! On Sunday September 9 we
kick things back into gear with a
brand new Junior Church year. We have a
lot planned for the Fall months.
On our first Sunday back we’d like to
have all the children bring their backpacks
with them to the 10:30 service for a blessing. We did this last year and all the kids
loved it. Every backpack blessed will receive a special tag that can be tied to it.
On our last day of Junior Church in June
we were rained in and could not have our
water balloon fight. If weather permits
we’ll have our epic battle on September 16
after service on the lawn.
On October 7 during our Thanksgiving
services we will have some fun themed art
activities to do also.
This year we are planning to have more
opportunities for Junior Church children to
sing with the choir during services. If your
child is interested in singing please contact
me and I’ll provide further details.

Second Century Fund connects with kids
By Jean Lilley, Chair

Second Century Fund Committee

A

s we approach Fall 20118 we want to
update you with a brief description
of the ongoing good that your Second Century contributions are making (the
Second Century Fund is St. Olave’s funds
donated for mission and development
around the world).
On behalf of St. Olave’s parishioners,
$50,000 were contributed during a six-year
period to the Diocesan’s “Our Faith, Our
Hope” fund which continues to support the
Northern Missions.
In 2010 Second Century Fund instituted
the Versey Wigmore Student Bursary Fund
at Wycliffe College. This year’s speaker
from Wycliffe, Dr. Ephraim Radner, praised
our annual contributions and described
them as much appreciated by the recipients.
Graduates are prepared to be “leaders for
the Church and the world.”
A donation to the Anglican Healing Fund

4 The Olave Branch

was presented to Bishop Mark MacDonald,
the National Indigenous Anglican Bishop,
to enable his work with and for Indigenous
Peoples in Northern Ontario.
This September, letters translated into
French are going from Junior Church members to five children in Burkina Faso, a war
torn country where armed gangs roam, attack schools and kidnap teachers. Second
Century Fund annually remembers the children at Christmas, Easter and on their birthdays until age 18, and also meets the
Christian Children’s Fund requested contribution.
Junior Church children will have another
tie to other children in the world. They will
receive pictures of beneficiaries of the
“Sleeping Children Around the World” bed
kits after Second Century’s donation to
guest speaker Sally Jo Martin in June.
The committee will be planning future
donations and we request your support, be it
a legacy gift in memory of a friend or relative, a loose coin in a church pew envelope
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Jean Lilley (right) and Junior Church
present a cheque to Sally Jo Martin of
Sleeping Children Around the World.
or a regular contribution. Remember to indicate “Second Century Fund” if you use
Pre-Authorized Giving or weekly “duplex”
envelopes. Many thanks to contributors.
On behalf of committee members
Robert Ragsdale (founding member),
Leslie Stafford, the Rev’d Rob Mitchell
and Carol Drummond
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Parish coaching Patronal Festival Pics!
project brings
ideas to life

E

arlier this year, Bishop Jenny invited St.
Olave’s and nine other similarly-sized
parishes to participate in a Parish Coaching workshop. You may remember the notice in
the weekly announcements inviting people to
participate.
In April a group of parishioners met to discuss the following topics, as prescribed by the
project, which was designed by the Institute of
Evangelism at Wycliffe College:
• Parish structures and culture – Carol Ambler,
Paul Scrivener, Jim Shapland, Annis Tebbutt
• Community engagement – Sharmilla Powell,
Tina Sweeney, Sheila Tait
• Parish communications – Judy Beal, Siobhan
Carmichael, Janice Douglas and Martha
Drake
The groups each discussed a series of questions put to them for the workshop, then shared
their main points.
In May, armed with answers and energized by
the discussions, members from each group
(along with our student Robb Sykes) represented St. Olave’s at a daylong session with
other parishes. Joining St. Olave’s were St. Paul
the Apostle, Rexdale, St. Bride’s, Mississauga
(hosts of the event) and three churches from
Brampton (in the end, only six parishes participated). The event was facilitated by experts in
church leadership from Wycliffe and beyond.
Many of us found it to be encouraging and enlightening to hear from other Anglicans across
the diocese. Also the lunch was delicious!
Then in June our St. Olave’s group reconvened to share what representatives had learned
in talking to other church members, and also to
list two or three concrete plans and projects.
Among them were invitation cards (which
you’ll find in this mailing), a fast facts for newcomers page on our website and a commitment
to reach out to our community more with events
and advertising.
This parish coaching project is only half over!
More people will be invited to participate in the
next round which will look at:
• Every Member Faith Sharing
• Missional Small Groups
• Ministry with Children and Youth.
If you are interested in learning more or participating in the next group, please contact the
Rector, Rob Mitchell.
– Janice Douglas
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We dodged the
rain yet again on
Patronal Festival
day and many
enjoyed the
delicious barbecue treats.
(clockwise from
top left), Paddy
McCormick,
Craig Douglas
and Richard
Fogel on the
grill; Fred and
Preston Sallah;
Maggie Brown
and John Floyd;
Susan Henry
chats with
Heather Cosgrave; Tina
Sweeney, Wendy
Board, Richard
Fogel, Alicia
Christopher and
Anesu Machoko;
Annis Tebbutt.
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Upcoming Events

Mark your calendar for these events
Email the office at stolaves@stolaves.ca to receive weekly service notes,
follow us on Twitter @StOlavesTO and like us on Facebook @stolavesevents
SEPTEMBER
5 (Wed) | 2 p.m.
Pilgrims Group Bible Study with
the Rev’d Dr. Schuyler Brown

3 p.m. | Windermere String Quartet Concert
12 (Wed) | 10 a.m.
Bible Study with Rev’d Rob Mitchell resumes
12 (Wed) | 11:15
Midweek Eucharist resumes
30 | 4 p.m.
Choral Evensong followed by Peach Tea
and “Music of the Oxford Movement”
with Clement Carelse (see article
at right)

Meetings
Sun.
Sept. 16

Worship Committee
at noon

Tues.
Sept. 18

10 a.m. ACW Executive
2 p.m. Mary & Martha
7:30 p.m. Advisory Board

Tues.
Oct. 16

10 a.m. ACW Executive
2 p.m. Mary & Martha

Tues.
Nov. 20

Tuesday, November 20
10 a.m. ACW Executive
2 p.m. Mary & Martha

Sunday, October 28 | 5 p.m.
Choral Evensong for St. Simon and St. Jude
with special guests, St. Paul’s Cathedral Choir
from London, Ontario. All are welcome to
attend Community Supper afterwards!
OCTOBER
7 | 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Harvest Thanksgiving Services
17 (Wed) | 2 p.m.
Pilgrims Group Bible Study
21 | 3 p.m.
Windermere String Quartet Concert
NOVEMBER
1 (Thurs) | 6 p.m.
Service of Holy Communion followed by
Light Supper and “Reformation and the Printing Press” with Dr. Pearce
Carefoote
4 | 4 p.m.
Choral Evensong followed by Pumpkin Tea
and “For King and Country” with Richard Fiennes-Clinton
11 | 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Remembrance Day Services
17 (Saturday) – 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Christmas
Craft Show
21 (Wed) 21 | 2 p.m.
Pilgrims Group Bible Study

Prayer Book services in the heart of Bloor West Village

SUNDAYS
8:30 a.m.
Holy Communion
in the Chapel
2nd & 4th
10:30 a.m.
Morning Prayer
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1st, 3rd & 5th
10 a.m.
Morning Prayer
in the Chapel
10:30 a.m.
Holy Communion
with Anointing

By William Cowling

Religious Education Coordinator

O

6 (Thurs) | 7:30 p.m.
Choir Practice resumes
9 | 10:30 a.m.
Gathering Sunday with
Blessing of the Backpacks, Junior Church
activities, Community Lunch on the Lawn
and Windermere String Quartet Sneak Peek!
(see story on page 2 for details)

Music of the
Oxford Movement

WEEKDAYS
Tuesdays-Fridays
8:30 a.m.
Morning Prayer
(confirm weekly
schedule in bulletin
or online)

Wednesdays
10 a.m.
Bible Study
11:15 a.m.
Holy Communion
in the Chapel

www.stolaves.ca

ur new season of Special
Events for 2018/19 begins
on Sunday, September 30,
as the Choir of St. Peter’s,
Erindale, returns with their director, the Reverend Clement Carelse,
for their 11th annual visit.
Please join us at 4 p.m. for
Choral Evensong, marking the
Feast of St. Michael and All Angels (often known as Michaelmas).
The service will be followed by
our annual Peach Tea, which includes Clement’s illustrated talk
on Music of the Oxford Movement. He will discuss the dramatic
changes in church music which resulted from this movement, beginning with several famous Victorian
composers such as Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-76) and Thomas
Attwood Walmisley (1814-56).
In the early 19th century, many
influential members of the Church
of England (mainly linked to Oxford University) called for the
restoration of some pre-Reformation traditions in theology and
worship. These changes generated
a great flourishing of glorious
church music, most notably in the
Anglican anthems and service settings still used extensively around
the world at Choral Evensong,
where the language of the Book of
Common Prayer still rules
supreme, enriched by such wonderful music.
So please mark your calendars
for September 30 with Choral
Evensong at 4, the first of ten to be
sung on Sundays this season. This
is probably the year with the most
at St. Olave’s in half a century!
Then plan to stay for the delicious
Peach Tea downstairs, together
with Clement Carelse’s lively and
entertaining music feature.
For details of upcoming events,
please visit us at stolaves.ca, read
the weekly announcements, follow
us on Twitter @StOlavesTO or
Facebook @stolavesevents.
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