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Group Meetings 
Tuesday, April 15

11 a.m.

ACW Planning Meeting

2 p.m.

Mary & Martha Group

Sunday, April 27

9 a.m.

Worship Committee Meeting

Tuesday, May 6 

2 p.m.

Mary & Martha Group

Tuesday, May 20

Advisory Board Reports Due

Tuesday, May 27

7:30 p.m.

Advisory Board Meeting

Important dates 

ST. O’S VISITS 
THE CATHEDRAL!
On, Wednesday, March 2, nine
Junior Church students trav-
elled to St. James Cathedral for
Ash Wednesday Discovery Day,
accompanied by the Reverend
Burrows, Janice Douglas and
Tom Reive. We were one of the
largest delegations! The kids
loved the day exploring the
highs (the bell tower) and the
lows (the crypt!) of the build-
ing. We couldn’t resist corner-
ing Archbishop Johnson for a
photo. (front row, left to right),
Miles, Olivia, Jaiden, Brandon,
Andrew, (second row), Abigail,
Aden, Cynthia, Christal, (back
row) Archbishop Colin
Johnson, Janice Douglas and
David Burrows. For more pics,
see page 5.

By Jim Shapland
Growth Committee

At our January meeting, we resolved to
direct a portion of the surplus funds from
the November Craft Show towards
improving certain aspects of the exterior
signage of our church building. Elsewhere
in this edition you will see an image of a
new banner sign for installation on the
North wall, facing the Turner & Porter
parking lot. We sincerely thank all of those
who worked on the design and installation
of the project. Let us know what you
think. If your reaction is positive [and we
think it might be], we may consider a sec-
ond location, as we believe it sends a good
message to all the pedestrian traffic in the

neighbourhood. 
We continue our proven practice of invit-

ing distinguished guest speakers to share
our pulpit. Already this year,we have wel-
comed Brent Harris on behalf of
Macdonald Adhikary’s IN Orphanages,
Archbishop Terence Finlay and, most
recently, Bishop Michael Hawkins from
Saskatchewan. 

We are now very pleased to announce a
first appearance by Dr. Todd Townshend,
Dean of Theology at Huron College,
Western University on Sunday, May 25,
and a return engagement of Reverend
Cheri DiNovo, M.P.P. on Sunday June 22.

Save the date: On Sunday, November 23,
we will welome Dr. George Sumner,
Principal of Wycliffe College, along with

the student recipients of our Wigmore
Bursary. More to come Stay tuned. If you
have any suggestions for guest speakers,
please let Jim Shapland know.

NOTE: Can you convene the occasional
coffee hour? We’re looking for people
willing to set up the coffee urn and boil
water for tea, it’s that simple. Call Jim
Shapland if you can help.

Guest speakers and coffee hours planned

Worship & Special Events

APRIL

Palm Sunday, April 13

10:30 a.m. - Distribution and Blessing of

the Palms. Special Guests: Windermere String Duo

Maundy Thursday, April 17

5 p.m. - Sue Higgs Art Show in the Ethel Brown Room

6 p.m. - Holy Communion followed by Seder and

Light Supper

Good Friday, April 18

10:30 a.m. - Cross of Christ Service at St. Olave’s,

welcoming congregations from Farmer Memorial

Baptist, Morningside High Park Presbyterian and

Windermere United churches.

Easter Sunday, April 20

7 a.m., 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Services of Holy Communion

• Children’s program during 10:30 service, including

Easter Egg Hunt on the lawn (weather permitting) after

the service; Sue Higgs Art Show continues

Sunday, April 27

After coffee hour - Big Screen Bible returns, with

Betrayal and Passion episodes

MAY

Sunday, May 4

3 p.m. - Windermere

String Quartet 

Saturday, May 10

9:30 a.m. to noon -

Spring Rummage

Sale (see right)

Sunday, May 25

10:30 a.m. - Guest Speaker: 

Dr. Canon Todd Townshend, Dean of Theology, Huron

University

Thursday, May 29

6 p.m. - Ascension Day Evensong followed by Light

Supper and Talk by David Hutcheon “Politics and

Religion”

Friday May 30 - Sunday, June 1

6 - 9 p.m. (Friday); 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. (Saturday and

Sunday)

Bloor West Village Art Tour Exhibit in the Narthex

featuring the work of St. Olave’s own, Annis Tebbutt

A.C.W. ANNUAL

RUMMAGE SALE!

Come join us

Saturday, May 10

9:30 a.m. to noon

Are you ready to do
some spring cleaning?

Donations of clothing, toys,

paperback books, jewellery

and household items welcome.

Volunteers on the three days

prior to the sale (Wednesday,

May 7, Thursday, May 8 and

Friday, May 9), as well as on

the day of the sale, are also

very welcome.

Second annual Memorial Carol 
service another success!
Wendy Board, Jacob Stafford and John Stafford bring the Offertory
to David, while Sister Mary Florence (who organized again) and
Andrewes Sissons look on. Held the last Sunday of the year, this
event is fast becoming a St. Olave’s tradition. Also new this year,
a New Year’s Day eucharist organized by John Stephenson was
well attended and enjoyed by all.

ÎJoin us 
this Easter 

season!
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And Then There were

Nuns, by Jane
Christmas, is a win-
some tale, born out of
an intensely personal
experience. As this is a
church library corner
maybe I should warn
potential readers that,
whilst the author is
describing what is

essentially is a spiritual journey, she doesn’t
necessarily conform to expected norms and
conventions. Perhaps I should say that the
book comes with an advisory; not to be read
by those of a religiously nervous disposition!
Jane Christmas has written a story that is
deeply serious, yet peppered with plenty of
laugh-out-loud moments.

Christmas quotes G.K. Chesterton: “Let
your religion be less of a theory and more of
a love affair.” As her story unfolds she
describes some of the twists and turns of her
own love affair as she travels between
Toronto and England.

I found myself not agreeing whole hearted-
ly with all of her (sometimes strident) views.
Nevertheless I appreciated her stout-hearted
honesty. Of particular interest to the congre-
gation at St Olave’s, Jane Christmas fiercely
advocates for the BCP:

“I never understand why the church was so
anxious to bring out a new book. You don’t
rewrite Shakespeare’s sonnets to make them
more understandable; you grow in under-
standing with the words. Prayers are not por-
tals to instant gratification; they are medita-
tions.”

There is plenty to ponder while reading
And then There were Nuns. Ancient traditions
meet with the Post Modern mind. It is a 21st
century dilemma. How do we live out a faith
rooted in history in the context of a world
that challenges so many of the assumptions
of those who have walked this path before
us? It has to be said that Jane Christmas,
while making us think hard, entertains and
has us laughing on the road.

After the coldest March in 30 years it
has continued to be a long winter, and it a
long wait for Easter on our calendar.

At our Vestry meeting on Friday night,
February 21, 2014, we said thank-you to
Sue Harris, retiring Rector’s Warden, and
John Dalton, retiring treasurer. 

Sue made a heartfelt speech in which
she described her life-long experience at
St. Olave’s as a child growing in the
church and now as a parent whose family
continues to bless us with their participa-
tion. Sue told us how she had once taken
St. Olave’s for granted because it was
always there. But as a warden she had
come to cherish her church and to realise
how much of our congregation’s efforts
go into making it work and why it is
essential to volunteer in growing our
church. She hoped that her children and
our congregation would also find that
same spiritual inspiration.

We welcome Annis Tebbutt to our team
as Deputy Warden. Annis is a long time
member of our church and a stalwart in
the success of our own arts and crafts
movement.

In our rebirth as a management team
your Wardens thank John Dalton for his

work as Treasurer and Jill Dalton for her
contribution to church life. John also left
us with a positive note. Our finances are
in better than they have been in a long
while. We are now seeking a new
Treasurer. (Note to the prospective treas-
urer: the heavy lifting has been done.)

Our Rector David Burrows confirmed
he will be retiring September 19, 2015.
The Vestry meeting authorised the
Wardens to review the benefit of main-
taining or replacing the Rectory when we
select our next minister.

Once more the leaden winter turned our
parking lot into an ice fiord. This year we
have budgeted to build a new parking lot
with drainage.

We also acknowledge the need to make
our church more physically welcoming
and accessible to the disabled and less
mobile. We are forming a task force lead
by our property manager Sheila Tait and
the Reverend Cannon Ruth Smith. We
hope to be able to act promptly on their
recommendations.

As Wardens, we worry the message of
of rebirth and recommitting ourselves to
God can sometimes be overlooked in the
work-a-day realities of rendering unto
Caesar and doing our taxes. Let us not
lose sight of the glorious message of
Easter.

We look forward to seeing you in
church during the Easter celebration.
Happy Easter.

A Word from the Wardens
Janice Douglas, Rector’s Warden
David Hutcheon, People’s Warden

Annis Tebbutt, Deputy Warden

Make way for Easter greetings!

By Cathy Hutcheon, 
The Library Corner

“Those who can read should!”

Tales from a
convent 

The Youth Group has been busy with spring activity planning and will be doing two
activities in the next couple of months. 
On Easter Monday we will be making a visit to the Science Centre Imax Theatre to

see the documentary Jerusalem, created from the point of
view of three young people in that city: a Muslim, a Christian 
and a Jew. 
Saturday, May 3 we will be climbing the CN Tower to raise

funds and awareness for the World Wildlife Fund. During
April we’ll be finding out more about this charity and the
work they do as well as discussing the Biblical connections
that give us the responsibility to take care of the earth and
its creatures.
Anyone interested in joining us for either of these activi-

ties is more than welcome. Please contact Carol Ambler for
further information.

Youth Group activities set
to energize body and mind

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Many of you know that the topic of my

Lenten Series has been women of the
Bible. I chose that particular topic because
there is a strong feeling within some quar-
ters of the Anglican Communion that the
Bible, being an ancient book and reflecting
ancient and outdated ideas, treats women
as inferior to men and of little account in
spiritual matters. They point to the fact that
women were not ordained as elders/priests
in the first century.

In spite of that fact I would have to say
respectfully that I believe those ideas to be

incorrect. Women are not elders and teach-
ers in the New Testament  – rather they are
witnesses and prophets, and, as such, they
actually outrank the men in most instances.

Let’s look at the Gospel according to St.
John and juxtapose the women and the
men. In Chapter three, we have Jesus’ dia-
logue with Nicodemus. He is a wealthy,
educated member of the Jewish Supreme
Council, yet he completely fails to under-
stand Jesus’ message. The Samaritan peas-
ant, on the other hand, is neither Jewish
nor wealthy (note: she draws her own
water), but she catches on in an instant.

It’s the same story (in spades) with the
Crucifixion and Resurrection of our Lord.
At the Cross, there are the women and
only one man – the Beloved Disciple

(John?).
It’s the women who arrive first at the

Tomb. The women see the angels and the
Risen Lord. The men see the Empty Tomb
and the grave clothes. It isn’t until late
afternoon that Jesus appears to Peter that
the rest ofthe disciples believe.

The women formed their opinions very
early in the morning and never waivered.
The men thought the women were crazy –
literally delirious until Jesus appeared to
Peter. One of the Twelve – Thomas – did-
n’t even believe for an entire week until he
saw with his own eyes.

Women inferior spiritually to men
according to the Gospels? If anything, it’s
the other way around!
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Women inferior in the Bible? Not the way I see it
Rector’s Letter

The Reverend David Burrows

By Annis Tebbutt 
Arts Guild

Come to view an exciting art exhibit
by Sue Higgs, “A New Kind of
Spirituality”, at St. Olave’s in the
Ethel Brown Room. Her exhibit, facil-
itated by the Arts Guild and Sandra
Franke, can be viewed from Maundy
Thursday, April 17 to Easter Sunday,
April 20. Sue will be present on the
evening of Maundy Thursday before
the 6 p.m. service and during the cof-
fee hour after the 10:30 a.m. Easter
service. 

Sue has been an artist all her life,
but over the last year has been inspired
to make multiple pieces of art. She
looks for the spirituality to be found in
nature, and beyond. Sue says that,
“I’m trying to show life, as it is all
around us, with a positive message”. 

Sue works with acrylics, pens, mark-
ers and watercolour, both on canvas
and on paper. Her work has a striking
use of colour, design and symbolism.
A celebration of Easter is also part of
this art exhibit. All are welcome to
come to enjoy Sue’s art. 

Easter art show 
celebrates 
one of our own

Parish News
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St. Olave’s first ever Family Skating Party
was a huge success. On Saturday, Feb. 1,
36 parents and kids came out to Rennie
Park for skating and hot chocolate. Kids
ranged in age from three (Ada Santianni)
to 17 (Katie Douglas and Angeline
McGovern). For some kids, such as Aden
Nsubuga, it was the first time on skates.
Despite the wet snow necessitating fre-
quent Zamboni clearings, everyone
stayed in good spirits on and off the ice.
Here’s hoping for a new annual tradiiton!
Left, most of the gang gathering around
the hot chocolate dispenser; below, left
to right, Sharmila Powell, Kevin Kuebler
and Liesl Powell-Kuebler; Andrew
McGovern and Brandon Nsubuga; Katie
Douglas and Abigail McCormick; Miranda
Branyiczky and Gabbie Douglas.

Blades of glory!

Ju
ni#r Church News

Junior Church in Pictures 
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The Junior Church was pleased to have
nine students attend the annual Ash
Wednesday Discovery Day at St. James
Cathedral. Above, Olivia Dickson and
Miles Nomdarkhon show the animal scav-
enger hunt sheets they completed. After a
morning spent testing the organ and mak-
ing prayer “cootie catchers”, the kids met
Archbishop Johnson who showed them all
his different mitres and croziers. Above,
Christal McGovern shows off the one for
Pentecost. At right, Olivia, Jaiden Reive
and Abigail McCormick show the ash
crosses on their foreheads during the
noon service. Because it was Brandon
Nsubuga’s birthday that day, he was one
of three students chosen to participate in
the service, by bringing the hosts to the
altar. The kids represented St. Olave’s
with pride and spirit, all saying they 
wanted to return next year!

Marking Lent
with a day of fun


