
On Saturday, November 15, the Christmas
Craft Show & Coffee House came to St.
Olave’s and was, once again, a great suc-
cess! 

A wonderful variety of talented ex-
hibitors featured unique crafts and art. In-
cluded were pottery, soaps, illustrations,
stained glass items, jewellery, candles,
greeting cards, weaving, knit, sewn and
crocheted items, fair trade craft, wood-cut
art and sock monkeys. Whew! Also for
sale were specialty cupcakes, by Angela
Cowling, pet items from Margaret Roze

and baked goods, knitwear and a book
room from the ACW.

Our Coffee House served a specialty
blend donated from Starbucks and tasty
treats were offered, through the efforts of
the Junior Church and Youth Group. En-
tertainment was provided by Laura Oxley
and her fiancée Andrew Bennett.

Money raised from the event exceeded
$3,000, with more than $700 of that going
towards St. Olave’s Hunger Patrol.

We would like to thank the members of
the Craft Show sub-committee and all the
volunteers for the success of the 2014
Christmas Craft Show & Coffee House.

The
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Guess how many
Operation Christ-
mas Child shoe-
boxes you can fit
into a minivan?
Youth Group 
members found
out on November
23. Find the an-
swer on page 3.

Christmas Craft show a great day for St. O’s!

For more great Craft Show 
photos like this one of Sheila
Tait, courtesy of Carol Ambler, 

turn to pages 4-5.

For an update on
David Burrows’
health, see page 2.



Dear Friends in Christ:
Wow! This is going to be my last Christ-

mas at St Olave’s. Feels funny. After all,
I’ve been here for nearly two decades.

I’ve baptized kids, confirmed, married,
buried, counselled. We’ve fed a lot of
homeless people. I wonder how many
THOUSAND litres of soup we’ve served,
how many THOUSAND pairs of socks
we’ve given out?

What can I leave you on this last Christ-
mas at St Olave’s? The Christmas Story.
We’ve just had the Santa Claus Parade, so
it’s now officially the season. I’m going to
give you some homework. (I’ve done this
before. It’s not new!)

Read (aloud, with your family/household
members, preferably) The Christmas Story
right from the beginning, in this order:

• Luke 1:1-80
• Matthew 1:1-25
• Luke 2:1-39
• Matthew 2:1-18 (Please note that what

happens in Matthew 2 takes place at least
one year after the events narrated in Luke
2.)

You can do it all in one sitting or, if you
wish, you can break it up into smaller sec-
tions.

Read it more than once. Christmas has
become so commercialized that you will
need as much of God’s Word as possible to
get you through it, spiritually intact!

I’d like to finish with a Bobcaygeon story
(from my previous parish). I remember
going into the local Steadman’s one year
just before Christmas. Now you know all
the politically correct stuff about wishing
people a Happy Holiday in case they are not
Christian – in case they are an Hindu, Mus-
lim, Jew or atheist.

Well, as I was leaving the store, the clerk
behind the counter, an Ismaili Muslim by
the name of Shauqat, said to me “Merry
Christmas, Reverend.” That quite simply
made my day! 

Parish News 
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May we wish you all a very joyful
Christmas and a happy New Year for
2015.

In Swansea, “One Christmas was so
much like another”, wrote Dylan Thomas
in A Child’s Christmas in Wales. (Soon to
be a legendary St. Olave’s Arts Guild
Production, so be with us on November
30 after 4 p.m. Evensong.)  

In contrast, as we prepare for Christmas
and the New Year, we can look back and
say: what a remarkable year it has been in
the life of St. Olave’s in Swansea,
Toronto.

We began the year with a dancing
organ, a leaking roof, and wondering how
we were going to pay for it all.  Thank-
fully, up stepped the members of our con-
gregation with their generous gifts and
voilà, a refurbished organ that has never
sounded better and the glorious singing
that now inspires the “carol-singing sea,”
aka Lake Ontario.

“It was snowing. It was always snow-

ing at Christmas,”writes Thomas.
As for the snow and rain, it will not fall

on our heads now that we have a new
green steel roof that will last beyond our
lifetime. As we write the East Wall leak is
being repaired to protect us against any
errant snowballs, rain and wind. 

Ah but what of our famous west side
parking fiord? It too will face its maker!
Our engineer assures us that it is still pos-
sible to install catch basins before Christ-
mas. We will still need to put grit on it for
winter. Then we will pave it in Spring
2015. 

We have hired a new auditing firm to
audit our financial statements for 2014.
The statements for 2013 were prepared
by another firm for $5,000 as approved at
Vestry in February, 2014. However, at a
recent meeting, the firm revealed that
their quote for 2014 would increase to
$7,250, at a minimum. We considered
this above and beyond the remit given by
Vestry. The Wardens have engaged Mike
Zhang of Gary Booth, Chartered Ac-
countants. Mr. Zhang came to us through
references from Judy Beal and the Dioce-
san ACW.

As we prepare for Advent, the holiday
season, Christmas and the New Year, we
look forward to seeing you, your family
and friends in church. 

From our families to yours, we wish
you all a very merry Christmas and a
prosperous 2015. 

A Word from the Wardens
Janice Douglas, Rector’s Warden

David Hutcheon, People’s Warden

Annis Tebbutt, Deputy Warden

A roof over our heads, 
and music to our ears

Rector’s Letter
The Reverend David Burrows

Your Christmas 
assignment,
should you choose 
to accept it

Father Burrows home soon
On Sunday, November 23, David Burrows went by ambulance to
Mount Sinai with severe leg pain. As many of you will recall, he
had a deep vein thrombosis (blood clot) in his leg two years ago.
At Mount Sinai he was diagnosed with another thrombosis in his
left leg. He was moved to Toronto General where he was put on
blood thinners to try to reduce the size of the clot. At press time, he
was in good spirits at TGH and hoping to be home soon. David
will need lots of rest as he recuperates and we are lucky to have
Sister Mary Florence Liew, Reverend Ruth Smith and lay leader
Graydon McArthur to lead the services in the short term. Please
keep David and Penny in your thoughts as we pray for a speedy re-
covery.
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By Laura Oxley
Child and Youth Minister

The Junior Church has had quite a fun
and active fall season! In late October we
held a Spiritual Spa Night for Busy Moms,
which was a great success and great fun. At
this event we enjoyed a collectively pre-
pared homemade meal (thanks to some
lovely volunteers), and heard reps from

Sisters of the St. John Divine speak on the
benefits of centering prayer and intimacy
with God in our lives. We also were pam-
pered with manicures, and many left feel-
ing hungry for more God in our lives. I call
that very successful! 

In early November we also hosted an
Operation Christmas Child Luncheon, in
which a representative from the organiza-
tion spoke in more depth about their work.
We provided a hotdog lunch, and sent par-
ticipants home with their boxes. This was
great for getting people excited and on
board with the full mission of the organiza-
tion. We also had quite a full house for Re-
membrance Day, and were able to send
some of these families home with the rest
of the OCC boxes. 

Throughout October and November, the
Junior Church has been learning about how

Jesus teaches us to make a difference
through his word in the gospel of Matthew.
I’ve felt a strong conviction to teach the
kids how to use their Bibles, so each week
we’ve gone through the steps of looking up
verses in the Bible, which the kids have re-
ally enjoyed.

We’ve talked about making a difference
by building the kingdom of God, following
what Jesus calls the two greatest command-
ments, making sure our actions match our
words (unlike the Pharisees), and nurturing
the gifts God has given us to build his
kingdom. From now until Christmas we
will be rehearsing for the Nativity play,
which is a very exciting time indeed! In
other news the youth is planning their
Christmas Party and it looks like they’ll be
hitting Skyzone for some trampoline
dodgeball fun! 

Ju
ni#r Church News

The answer? 163 boxes!
This year not only did we lead the congregation
in our Operation Christmas Child shoebox initia-
tive, we also functioned as a “mini drop-off” lo-
cation. So we handed out 60 boxes, and
received 163. That’s 103 boxes that came from
the community through our doors. Thanks to
everyone for supporting this wonderful, hands-
on mission work. And thanks to members of our
Youth Group, shown here from left to right,
Christal McGovern, Sarah Mundinger, Andrew
McGovern and Emily Mundinger, for loading up
the minivan on November 23!

Junior Church

Child &
Youth

Minister
leads new
initiatives

Laura Oxley
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Christmas Craft Show

The doors were decorated to welcome vendors Fri-
day night. Thanks to Sandra Franke for donating
and hanging the lit garlands, and Karen Benned-
sen for arranging the urns. Saturday the Parish Hall
was packed with vendors, including Angela Cowl-
ing (right) with proud parents William and Debbie.
Father Burrows manned the Hunger Patrol table
and helped sell cookbooks. 

Christmas Craft Show 

& Coffee House 

draws a crowd!



Christmas Craft Show

(Opposite page, bottom
right) Rita Irving, Lorraine
Phillips and Jessie Powell
look after the knitwear.
(Top right) Laura Oxley and
fiancée Andrew Bennett
sang their version of Snow-
bird (beautifully). (Left)
Liesl Kuebler-Powell enjoys
a treat in the coffee house.
(Above) the Scouts moved
lots of Christmas cakes.
(Right) Wendy Board in her
newly purchased hat. (Left)
Judy Sher and Evelyn Milli-
gan help out in the book
room.

A gingerbread box
was raffled off by
the Junior Church
and Youth Group
at the Coffee
House. The win-
ners, Regan and
Peter Mania, ran
back to the
church when they
got the call! 
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Speaker series continues in 2015

By Annis Tebbutt
Arts Guild

On November 30, the 4 p.m. Evensong for Advent I will
be followed by “Christmas Lights”. This will include a
violin performance by Hannah Corbett and a presentation
of “A Child’s Christmas in Wales” starting at 5 p.m. in
our Parish Hall. This delightful festive classic by Dylan
Thomas will be presented through dramatic readings and
selected Welsh music. The finale will be Hannah playing
“The Lark Ascending” by Ralph Vaughan Williams, our
composer of the year. Christmas Tea will be served.
Come and enjoy! 

Looking ahead…
Join us for our next Evensong January 6 at 6 p.m. when
Charles Kenyi from the South Sudanese Community
Church brings us the latest news from his homeland. A
light supper will be served.

Then on February 1 at 4 p.m., Clem Carelse and his
Schola Ecclesiam choir lead the Choral Evensong fol-
lowed by Candlemas Tea. In Carols Then and Now, Clem
will discuss how carols have evolved from folk idiom to
quasi-anthem.

Come celebrate 
Advent with us!

Upcoming Events

By Jim Shapland
Growth Committee

Our speaker series for the new
year will be led off January 11 by
a senior representative from
World Accord, a charity which
our Second Century Mission Fund
has begun to support. 

On Thinking Day Sunday, Feb-
ruary 22, we have engaged Dr.
Ryan Weston, the recently ap-
pointed Social Justice and Advo-
cacy Consultant to the Diocese of
Toronto. He will be addressing the
theme of Thinking Day: Ending
Poverty.

And this date is far off, but
we’d like to give you advance no-
tice of the return of Bishop Philip
Poole on Sunday, June 7. 

We have a couple of other dis-
tinguished speakers under consid-
eration and will keep the
congregation informed as dates
are firmed up. 

BIG NEWS:
We are thrilled to re-
ceive confirmation
from Bishop Peter
Fenty (pictured above)
that he will preach at
and lead our fourth an-
nual joint service of
worship with our South
Sudanese Community
Church on Sunday, Jan-
uary 18. Needless to
say, Bishop Fenty, the
first African-Canadian
Bishop, is considered a
“rock star” to our South
Sudanese brethren,
having helped them a
great deal in establish-
ing their congregation. 

We’re on Twitter!
Follow us @StOlavesTO for all the latest hap-
penings and reminders of upcoming events,
plus other community news. Above is a photo
that was “tweeted” to us from Wycliffe student
Heather Liddell, of Graydon McArthur and fel-
low student Phillip Stonhouse from the Sec-
ond Century Sunday on November 23!
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Great stocking
stuffers at St. O’s!

Many of you may remember the
power outage just before Christmas
last year. In some areas it was for a
couple of days before the hydro was
restored, but in other area it lasted a
week or more. Like in the parables
of Jesus, Christ said the Second
Coming of the Son and the End of
the World are events that nobody
knows. So, be vigilant. Watch and
Be Prepared lest you got caught un-
prepared. 

Using candles and a fireplace dur-
ing a power outage, or during the
holidays in general, increasess the
risk of house fires. In my previous
parish in Quebec there were two
house fires with devastating results.
One was a family of four children.
The oldest boy, age nine, found a
box of matches and with the help of
two younger siblings he lit up the
curtain in the bedroom upstairs
while their mother was in the
kitchen.

The two younger siblings got out
safely while their mother went up-
stairs for the baby and looked for
the oldest child. She ran out carry-
ing her baby and both were on fire.
She died, but the child suffered a
third degree burn. The fire fighter
found the oldest child under the bed.
The father rushed home in a taxi but
he was too intoxicated and watched
the destruction.

The other house fire was on
Christmas Day. Both parents were
still in bed with their baby and the
older children went downstairs to
look at the Christmas tree and pres-
ents. One of the children found a
lighter and lit the tree. It was
quickly engulfed in flames. The par-
ents broke the bedroom window and
threw their baby on the snow pile
and jumped out. Everyone escaped
the fire but the house.   

If you have young children or you
have grandchildren staying with
you, now is a good time to teach
them about staying away from
matches or lighters.

In case of a power outage, put a
couple of candles and a box of
matches or a lighter, some paper
towels and cups/dishes in a shop-
ping bag and hang it on the door
handle in the kitchen or bathroom. 

Remember to keep a flash light by
your bed side and one in the bath
room with new batteries and cell
phone if you have one ready for
emergency.

The last and most important thing
is to have a buddy system to call
each other and go to a warm shelter
or your kind neighbour to keep
warm. 

Have a joyful, merry and safe
Christmas. 

As the Scouts and 
Guides say, Be Prepared

Speaking of being prepared …
The Growth Committee is leading the formation of 
St. Olave’s Care Team. This is a group of parishioners who
are able to phone and check in on other members of the
Parish who might be in need of help during a power out-
age. Those who rely on elevators, who perhaps don’t have
family close by. If you want to be on the Care Team, or if
you want to be on the list of people needing to be called or
visited, please let the office know.

Support St. Olave’s by purchasingsome of our 125th anniversary merchandise!

St. Olave’s Anglican Church

Celebra  ing 
125years!

White Coal Harbour
poly/cotton blend 
golf shirt with logo
embroidered in red:

Adult sizes only
$25

White Gildan T-shirt with large logo.
Adult and children’s sizes$10

Canvas shopping
bag with large
logo in red

$5

St. Olave’s Anglican ChurchCelebra  ing 125years
!

We’ve got some unique items –
in limited quantites – for your
Christmas gift list!

Soup’s On
cookbook 
benefitting

Hunger Patrol.
$12

Prayerbook
Society of

Canada 2015
calendar 

(featuring St.
Olave’s for
November!)

St. Olave’s
125th anniver-
sary golf
shirts, avail-
able in men’s
and women’s
sizes. Now
only $15.

Call the office
to get yours.
Calendars are
limited.

By Reverend Sister Mary Florence Liew
Honourary Assistant
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Group Meetings 
Tuesday, December 2 – 10 a.m.ACW Planning Meeting

Tuesday, December 16 – 1 p.m.Mary & Martha Group

Sunday, January 18 - noon
Worship Committee

Tuesday, January 20 - 2 p.m.
Mary & Martha Group

Tuesday, January 27 - 7:30 p.m.
Advisory Board

Tuesday, February 17 – 2 p.m.
Mary & Martha Group

Tuesday March 17 – 2 p.m.
Mary & Martha Group

Important dates 
Please note our regular weekly services:

Every Sunday

8:30 a.m. - Holy Communion in the Chapel
9:15 a.m. - Bible Study

1st & 3rd Sundays of Month

10 a.m.- Prayers in the Chapel 
10:30 a.m.- Holy Communion with Anointing

2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays of Month

10:30 a.m. - Morning Prayer
Every Wednesday

10 a.m.- Bible Study 

Worship & Special Events
NOVEMBER
30 – 10:30 a.m. - Junior Church Nativity Play Rehearsal
4 p.m. - Evensong for Advent I followed by Christmas Tea and
“Christmas Lights” including music and a dramatic reading of A
Child’s Christmas in Wales

DECEMBER
7 – 10:30 a.m. - Holy Baptism
Junior Church Nativity Play Rehearsal

13 – 9 a.m. (Sat.) - ACW Breakfast and Collection of Gift Bags
9:30 a.m. - Junior Church Cast Breakfast followed by Nativity
Play Dress Rehearsal

14 – 10:30 a.m. - Junior Church Nativity Play

21 – 7:30 p.m.- Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols

CHRISTMAS EVE
24 – 4 p.m. - Children’s Service
10:30 p.m. Candlelight Service of Holy Communion

CHRISTMAS DAY
25  – 10:30 a.m. Service of Holy Communion

JANUARY
1 (Thursday) – 10:30 a.m. - Service of Holy Communion

6 (Tuesday) – 6 p.m. - Evensong followed by Light Supper and
Talk by Charles Kenyi “Conflict in South Sudan”

11 – 10:30 a.m. - Guest Speaker from World Accord

18 – 10:30 a.m. - Joint Service with the South Sudanese Commu-
nity Church Special Guest: Bishop Peter Fenty

FEBRUARY (see Lenten series details above)
1 – 4 p.m. Choral Evensong followed by Candlemas Tea “Music
for Candlemas” with Clem Carelse and Schola Ecclesiam

8 – 3 p.m. Windermere String Quartet Concert

15 –  noon - Annual Pancake Luncheon

22 – 10:30 a.m. Thinking Day with the Guiding and Scouting
Units. Theme: Ending Poverty 
Guest Speaker: Dr. Ryan Weston, Consultant, Social Justice and
Advocacy, Diocese of Toronto

27 (Friday) - Annual Vestry Meeting
6 p.m. - light supper; 7 p.m. - meeting

Î

Lenten Series “Angels and Demons”
Wednesdays, February 18 to March 25

6 p.m. Service | 6:30 p.m. Light Supper | 7 p.m. Talk

February 18 – Angels: The Real Story
February 25 – Dionysius, the Areopagite:  who?

March 4 – In disguise: don’t mess with them
March 11 – Angels galore: Book of Revelation

March 18 – Angles and demons
March 25 – You are gods (psalm 82)


