
Jesus Raises a Widow's Son 
(St Luke 7:11—17) 

 Jesus went to a town named Nain, accompanied by his disciples and a 

large crowd.  Just as he arrived at the gate of the town, a funeral procession 

was coming out.  

 The dead man was the only son of a woman who was a widow, and a 

large crowd from the town was with her. When the Lord saw her, his heart 

was filled with pity for her, and he said to her, “Don't cry.” Then he walked 

over and touched the coffin, and the men carrying it stopped. Jesus said, 

“Young man! Get up, I tell you!” The dead man sat up and began to talk, and 

Jesus gave him back to his mother.  

 They all were filled with fear and praised God. “A great prophet has 

appeared among us!” they said; “God has come to save his people!” This 

news about Jesus went out through all the country and the surrounding 

territory. 



Understanding the Story 

 

 

 

 

 

Old Testament Connection:

• Pity 
 The feeling of sorrow and compassion      
caused by the suffering and misfortunes of 
others  

• Prophet 
 A person sent by God or inspired by God to  
deliver a message and to proclaim God’s will 

• Widow 
 A woman whose husband has died  and who 
has not married again

1 Kings 17: 8—24 

The prophet Elijah went to a town called Zarephath, near 
Sidon, to the house of a widow.  While he was there the 
widow’s son got sick and died.  
 Then Elijah stretched himself out on the boy three 
times and prayed, “O Lord my God, restore this child to 
life!”  The Lord answered Elijah's prayer; the child started 
breathing again and revived. 
 Elijah took the boy back downstairs to his mother and said 
to her, “Look, your son is alive!”She answered, “Now I know 
that you are a man of God and that the Lord really  
 speaks through you!” 

“What God the Father 
considers to be pure and 

genuine religion is this: to take 

care of orphans and widows 

in their suffering and to keep 

oneself from being corrupted 
by the world.”(James 1:27)



In Jesus’ day, being a widow was especially difficult.  Not only did they have to 

deal with the sadness of losing a loved one, they also faced being an outcast in their 
community.  Widows were usually very poor. Most women, in those days, did not have 
jobs or the opportunity to earn a living as men did. They mostly worked in the home 
raising children.  Widows would rely on their sons, who were expected to become the 
family breadwinner.  Since the widow of Nain had already lost her husband, the loss of 
her only son meant she could find herself lacking in things necessary to survive—food 
and shelter. It is sad to think this woman had most likely given all her time and energy 
to raising her son and taking care of her husband. Now, with no one left who could 
support the family, she would find herself in great need.  Jesus had compassion on the 
widow because he knew that her life was going to be difficult. 

Review 

1. Where does the story take place? 
_________________________________________________ 

2. What did Jesus say when he saw the widow? 
_________________________________________________ 

3. What did Jesus do when he brought her son back to life? (Hint: one action 

& one sentence)  

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________ 

4. What did the people call Jesus after this miracle? 
_________________________________________________




