
Visitors from the East 
S. Matthew 2:1—12 

 Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem in Judea, during the time when Herod 

was king.  Soon afterward, some men who studied the stars came from the East to 

Jerusalem  and asked, “Where is the baby born to be the king of the Jews? We saw his 

star when it came up in the east, and we have come to worship him.” When King Herod 

heard about this, he was very upset, and so was everyone else in Jerusalem.  He called 

together all the chief priests and the teachers of the Law and asked them, “Where will 

the Messiah be born?” “In the town of Bethlehem in Judea,” they answered. “For this is 

what the prophet wrote: 

‘Bethlehem in the land of Judah, 

    you are by no means the least of the leading 

cities of Judah; for from you will come a leader 

    who will guide my people Israel.’”  

 So Herod called the visitors from the East to a secret meeting and found out from 

them the exact time the star had appeared.  Then he sent them to Bethlehem with these 

instructions: “Go and make a careful search for the child; and when you find him, let 

me know, so that I too may go and worship him.” 



 And so they left, and on their way they saw the same star they had seen in the 

East. When they saw it, how happy they were, what joy was theirs! It went ahead of 

them until it stopped over the place where the child was.  They went into the house, 

and when they saw the child with his mother Mary, they knelt down and worshiped 

him. They brought out their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, and presented them 

to him.  Then they returned to their country by another road, since God had warned 

them in a dream not to go back to Herod. 

Read carefully! 

 

List the three gifts brought by the Wise Men:


1. ______________________________________________

 
2. ______________________________________________


3. _______________________________________________




Draw a line between the gift and the correct definition 
Note: you may be unfamiliar with some of these words so have a dictionary on hand! 

What are three things that we learn about Jesus from the Wise Men’s gifts? 

1._______________________________________________________________         

________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 

2._______________________________________________________________         

________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
3._______________________________________________________________         

________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 

A yellow precious metal. 
 A symbol of kingship.

A strong smelling resin from trees 
used as incense and perfume.  

A symbol of priesthood and divinity.

A bitter perfume used for many things, 
including anointing bodies for burial.   

A symbol of mortality.

Gold

Frankincense 

Myrrh



 

Epiphany Collect 

O God, who by the leading of a star didst manifest thy only-begotten Son to the 
Gentiles; Mercifully grant, that we, who know thee now by faith, may be led onward 
through this earthly life, until we see the vision of thy heavenly glory; through the same 
thy Son Jesus Christ, who with thee and the Holy Ghost liveth and reigneth, one God, 
world without end.  Amen. 

Today we are celebrating the feast of 
Epiphany. The word Epiphany means 
“showing.”  On this feast we recall the 
visit of the Wise Men, when they 
followed a ___________ to see the 
Baby Jesus.  
 
Besides His Mother Mary and Saint 
Joseph, the ________________ 
were the first people to see Jesus after 
He was born.   

Like Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. They 
were Jewish.  The Wise men were not. 
They came from a different country 
and a different religious tradition.  But 
God led them to see the Lord Jesus so 
that all the world would know that 
Jesus is God and that He was born on 
earth to save ALL people! On this day 
God the Father showed His Son to the 
world. 

All of the readings for the next few 
Sundays are about “showings”—times 
God showed His glory through Jesus 
so that people might believe in Him.



How many of these words appear in today’s reading from the St Matthew’s Gospel?  
Read the passage again and underline any words you recognise from the word search!


