
The Holy Bible 

The Bible is made up of two parts:  the __________ Testament and the _____________ 

Testament.  We find the stories about the life of Jesus in the ___________ Testament, in 

the four _____________ (hint: this word means “good news”).   

These four books of the Bible are named after their authors: M_____________, 

M__________, L__________, and J__________.   

 After Jesus ascended (went up) into Heaven to return to God the Father, His followers 

wrote letters to each other and to their communities to tell them all about the amazing life and 

teachings of Jesus.  These letters make up part of the Bible.  They are sometimes called 

“epistles” which means a letter that is used for teaching.  The most famous letters were written 

by Saint Paul.  The rest were written by other Apostles.  There is one letter that was written by 

an anonymous author.  That means we do not know who wrote it.  It is called the Letter to the 

Hebrews.  Let us read part of that letter: 



Hebrews 9:11—15 

 “Christ has already come as the High Priest of the good things that are already here. The 

tent in which he serves is greater and more perfect; it is not a tent made by human hands, that 

is, it is not a part of this created world.  When Christ went through the tent and entered once 

and for all into the Most Holy Place, he did not take the blood of goats and bulls to offer as a 

sacrifice; rather, he took his own blood and obtained eternal salvation for us.  The blood of 

goats and bulls and the ashes of a burnt calf are sprinkled on the people who are ritually 

unclean, and this purifies them by taking away their ritual impurity.  Since this is true, how 

much more is accomplished by the blood of Christ! Through the eternal Spirit he offered 

himself as a perfect sacrifice to God. His blood will purify our consciences from useless rituals, 

so that we may serve the living God.”  

 



Understanding the story: 
 In the time of Moses (who led God’s chosen people out of slavery in Egypt) God told the 

people of Israel how to worship Him.  He called Aaron, the brother of Moses, to be His High 
Priest and the sons of Aaron also served as priests.  He told the people to set up a tent in the 

desert.  Inside the tent was the Holy of Holies which was the most holy place.  Only the priest 
could enter inside the Holy of Holies.  Later, the people built a Temple in Jerusalem to replace 

the tent.  Jesus visited the Temple many times during His life on earth.  Now Jesus is the true 
High Priest who is not in a tent, but in Heaven. 

 The people used to sacrifice animals to God.  Remember when Jesus was a baby and 

Mary and Joseph brought him to the Temple in Jerusalem?  They were there to present the 
Baby Jesus to God the Father and to make a sacrifice.  Do you remember what kind of animal 

they sacrificed?   



 The priests would sprinkle the blood of the animals on the altar and on the people to 

make them spiritually clean before God.  Through this ceremony God would forgive their sins.   

Who else had their blood spilled to forgive sins?   



 Because of the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross we no longer need to sacrifice animals to 

be forgiven by God.  Now, priests (like Father Rob and Mother Alexandra at St Olave’s) offer a 
different kind of sacrifice, they celebrate Holy Communion. 




