
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 1, 2019 
 

All things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee. (1 Chronicles 29.14) 
 
Dear friend of St. Olave’s, 
 
This familiar Bible verse is recited at every service of Holy Communion after the gifts of bread, wine and the collection 
have been presented at the altar (BCP p. 74). But the words originally come from a prayer of King David, shortly before his 
death. David, who reigned over Israel from approximately 1011-971 BC, was approaching the end of his reign when he 
began to prepare for the building of a temple in Jerusalem. Of course, David would never see the temple built (it would be 
built by his son Solomon), but he began to gather the necessary materials and finances needed for such a grand project. The 
people gave freely and generously toward the project, which moved David to pray: 
 

Blessed be thou, LORD God of Israel, for ever and ever … for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is 
thine … Both riches and honour come of thee, and thou reignest over all … But who am I, and what is my 
people, that we should be able to offer so willingly after this sort? for all things come of thee, and of thine 
own have we given thee … all this store that we have prepared to build thee an house for thine holy name 
cometh of thine hand, and is all thine own.  

 
David says so beautifully what is often easily forgotten. Everything in heaven and earth belongs to God, and so all that we 
have comes from God. When we give, we give only what has already been given to us.   
 
These past few months at St. Olave’s have seen great generosity. The financial challenge of replacing our boiler has been 
made much less burdensome by the gifts of several parishioners and parish groups. In fact, all the free-will offerings made 
so far this year (including gifts for the boiler), exceed by a significant margin gifts made at the same time last year. For this 
we can join David’s prayer, saying, who are we that we should be able to offer so willing after this sort?  
 
But with the great response to our boiler appeal we have seen a decrease in undesignated weekly givings compared  
to last year at this time. To meet our 2019 givings target, we still need to receive $96,000 before the end of December. This 
is a tall order indeed.  
 
But we are a generous parish, and like the people of Israel, God has blessed us with generous hearts. Enclosed with this 
letter is a Thanksgiving envelope that you can use to make a special thank offering if you so choose. What are you thankful 
to God for right now? How has God blessed you and the ones you love? Any gift you are able to make, big or small, will 
help us close the gap.  
 
May God continue to bless each of us and our parish.  
 

 
P.S. You are invited to drop off fruits and vegetables, as well as non-perishable food items, from October 7-11.  
We will decorate the altar with harvest offerings to thank God for his abundance, and all the food will then be donated to a 
local food bank where it will be gratefully received.  


