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In many parishes, the summer is
a low season for church atten-
dance and activity. Sunday

Schools are on hiatus, choir pro-
grammes wrap-up or shrink down,
and some churches go down to one
Sunday service. Cottages and sum-
mer vacations begin to pull parish-
ioners away from the city, and even
clergy tend to take their vacations
during this quieter time of year. On
top of all this, our church buildings
can be uncomfortably hot! 

But in a lot of ways, I think sum-
mer is actually one of the best times
to go to church. As much as I love
the excitement and activity between
Michaelmas (September) and Trin-
ity (June), there is something very
special about the quiet months of
July and August. The church is a lit-

tle roomier and the services a little
shorter and simpler. These eight or
nine Sundays provide an opportu-
nity to worship in a more contem-
plative way, and can provide a very
rewarding and refreshing worship
experience. 

If your weekends are filling up
with other plans, consider joining us
Tuesdays to Fridays at 8:30 for
Morning Prayer or 4:30 for Evening
Prayer. These simple and short serv-
ices are an opportunity for you to
start or end your work day in quiet
reflection, listening to scripture not
usually assigned to Sunday worship.

Rather than “low” season, think
of summer at church as “light” sea-
son: everything is a little lighter.
And sometimes we need a little
more lightness in our lives. 

Sunday or weekdays, I hope to
see you at church this summer.

Rob+ 

Rector’s Letter
The Rev’d Robert Mitchell

Twitter @StOlavesTO | Facebook.com/stolavesevents

Reaching out to community

Bishop Jenny to 

attend July 28 

Patronal Festival

Summer is a great time to reconnect with church 

Join Rob+ and Alexandra in Morning Prayer and
Evening Prayer Tuesdays through Fridays.

For the second year in a row, our annual
Patronal Festival will be held on a Sun-
day afternoon at 4 p.m. At this year’s

service on July 28, marking the Eve of St.
Olaf, we will also be welcoming Bishop
Jenny Andison, area Bishop for York-Credit
Valley. +Jenny will be preaching at the
Choral Evensong service and joining us for
our annual BBQ afterwards. Falling right in
the middle of the summer, St. Olave’s feast
day is a perfect time to catch up with friends
who have been busy with summer activities.
Hope to see you there!
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Junior Church Day Camp

July 30, 31 and August 1

FREE

The Primate’s World Relief and De-
velopment Fund is developing cur-
riculum for a Vacation Bible School
for children and has chosen to test-
drive a program at St. Olave’s this
summer. Looking at Soil, Seeds &
Animals, children will learn the ba-
sics of creation care and how vital it
is to take care of the earth if we are
to all live healthy, happy lives. 

The camp will run from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. each of the three
days. Children are asked to bring their own lunch. Program activi-
ties will include science, gardening, nature walks, crafts, Bible sto-
ries and prayer. Also, there will be field trips to High Park and a
local beekeeping expert!

This program is open to St. Olave’s Junior Church students as
well as their friends. It is best suited to children ages six to 12,
though we can make exceptions for other children interested in the
subject matter. Teens interested in helping out can also earn volun-
teer hours.

To reserve your child’s spot, or if you have any questions, please
contact Janice Douglas at 416-658-4769 or
craig.janice@rogers.com.

And he said unto them, These are the
words which I spake unto you, while I was
yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled,
which are written in the law of Moses, and
in the prophets, and in the psalms concern-
ing me. – Luke 24.44

When Jesus reveals himself to the
disciples following his resurrec-
tion, he reveals himself as the

subject of the Scriptures. The prophecies of
the Old Testament were prophecies concern-
ing him. More than that, these are the very
things he told them while he was yet with
them. Here we have a concise statement of
what close study of the New Testament
Scriptures also reveals, that the New Testa-
ment is filled with quotations of the Old Tes-
tament prophecies concerning Jesus. 

Leaving aside allusions and other types of
references, direct quotations alone from the
Old Testament in the New number over 300.
And of these, the book that is quoted more

often than any other is the Book of Psalms.
Direct quotations from the psalms make up
about one third of them.

There is no question that the psalms are
treated as important prophetic texts, both by
the earliest Christians and also by Jesus him-
self. Again and again, verses from the
psalms are quoted to show how Jesus fulfills
God’s promise to Israel and to the world.
Take, for example, in the first chapter of
Mark, when Jesus is baptized in the river
Jordan. God declares “Thou art my beloved
Son.” This is how Jesus is introduced in the
Gospel of Mark and it also echoes psalm 2
verse 7. The quotation from the psalm re-
veals him as the divine Son, the Son of
David, and the fulfillment of the age-old
prophecy. 

This prophetic function, which we see
most clearly when Jesus and his apostles
quote the psalms, is one of the ways in
which they are ‘Songs of Jesus.’ These an-
cient songs are all, in one way or another,
about Jesus. They are also songs of Jesus be-
cause they are the prayers that Jesus himself
prayed, most notably in the crucifixion nar-

ratives, where he quotes directly from
Psalms 22 and 31. 

Over the summer, I will be exploring
some of the quotations from the psalms in
the New Testament at the Wednesday morn-
ing Bible Study. Join me at 10 a.m. Wednes-
day, beginning July 10, for reading and
discussion, followed by a short service
of mid-day prayer.  
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Curate’s Corner
The Rev’d Alexandra Pohlod

Haven’t met our new Assistant Curate
Alexandra yet? If you can’t make it to
Bible Study you can also join her Fridays
at noon for quiet prayer in the Chapel.

Thursday, July 25,
7 p.m.

Thursday, August 15
7 p.m.

New this summer!

s Paul goes from the most infa-
mous persecutor of Christians to
Jesus’ most influential apostle in
this 2018 film. It traces the story
of Luke (the author of our Gospel
readings during Trinity) meeting
with Paul in prison to persuade
him to write an account of his
wisdom.

tAll Saints (2017) tells the true
story of an Episcopal priest in
Manhattan who is sent to a dwin-
dling Tennessee parish with the
job of closing it down. When a
local group of (Anglican) Burmese
refugees turn to the church for
help, new friendships and faith
are forged. 

Summer Bible Study to focus on Psalms

Parish News

PWRDF to test drive day camp

curriculum at St. Olave’s



By Don Weston
For the Love of St. Olave’s 

Stewardship Chair

Thank you for your generous gifts and
commitment to St. Olave’s this year.
We are now halfway through 2019,

but unfortunately, behind target. As we head
into the summer, we ask you to consider
making an additional summer gift to St.
Olave’s. While there is a natural decline in
attendance and givings in July and August,
there are still bills to pay.

As you have probably noticed, this issue
of The Branch includes a summer giving
envelope inviting you to designate a portion
of your gift to our pending boiler replace-
ment. Please prayerfully consider how you
can support St. Olave’s this summer. If your
vacation plans will keep you away from
church, your extra gift will make a differ-
ence. 

Many of you have already

answered this request since it

was made in the June 27 

e-blast, thank you!

If you are a monthly PAG
giver, your gift will continue to
ensure we have a reliable in-
come stream, but an additional
gift will also help us through
the low giving months.  

During July and through to
the end of the year we will be
reporting weekly givings in the
announcements compared to last year at this
time and compared to the monthly target so
that you can see our progress and consider
how you can help.  

Looking ahead, the committee will meet
again in September to discuss plans for this
year’s Dedication Festival on Sunday, Octo-
ber 6, marking the third anniversary of the
stewardship program.
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The heat will
be on ... with
your help

By Sheila Tait
Property Chair

The boiler, which had given ster-
ling service over the past 44
years, was identified in the

Property Report to Vestry as one of the
top maintenance concerns. It is now
the top priority item, an immediate re-
placement is needed as it is clear that it
will not last another winter. 

Replacement work to be done will
include removing the old boiler, in-
stalling the new one, doing the neces-
sary plumbing and electrical work
needed as well as any reconstruction of
the chimney to bring it up to the re-
quired code. Also to be undertaken will
be the conversion of the current heat-
ing system to a dual zone system so
that the temperature can be adjusted in-
dependently in the upper and lower
levels of the building. This will prevent
the Parish Hall from overheating when
the sanctuary is about the right temper-
ature and will result in a heating bill re-
duction over time. 

Three quotes for replacement are
now being sought and it is estimated
that the cost will be about $70,000. On
receipt of the quotes, a decision of the
awarding of the contract will be made
by the Wardens.

Stewardship

Sundays in July, August and early September, our post-service coffee hours move out-
side to the lawns, and the coffee is replaced with cool and refreshing lemonade.
Please join us before your afternoon activities begin.

In September, after Gathering Sunday, we will resume our very popular coffee hours in
the Ethel Brown Room. We’d like to thank the many people who have hosted  these fel-
lowship opportunities in the past year. Your donation of time and treats demonstrates a
heartfelt generosity for St. Olave’s! 

If you are interested in joining our roster of coffee hour convenors for September 2019 -
June 2020, please speak with the Rector or Jim Shapland. 

Big thanks to:
• Bette Birmingham
• Schuyler & Maggie Brown
• William & Debbie Cowling
• Craig & Janice Douglas
• John & Martha Drake
• Lori & Grant Dickson
• Deborah Dundas & Patrick McCormick
• Marcus Egerton & Diane Joseph
• Sue Harris & Miranda Branyiczky
• Jon Ingall & Siobhan Carmichael
• Henry & Lisa Jeens

• Rob Mitchell & Caroline Audet
• Sharm Powell & Kevin Kuebler
• Bob Ragsdale
• Margaret Roze
• Jim & Aden Shapland
• Sheila Tait
• Annis Tebbutt
• Choir
• ACW
• Junior Church & Youth Group
• the 101st Scouts

IN PRAISE OF

This summer, help us beat the heat!

Post-service fellowship an important part of stewardship



Junior Church & Youth
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Junior Church parents gather to plan

As many of you have probably read, our Child & Youth Minister, Brit-
tany Hudson, is heading back to school in the fall and leaving her po-
sition at St. Olave’s. Brittany has been a dedicated leader to our

children and support to our Youth Group, and she will be missed!
On Wednesday, July 3, Junior Church parents met with Rev’d Rob and

Rev’d Alexandra, as well as Wardens Janice Douglas and Annis Tebutt, and
Youth Group Leader Carol Ambler to discuss next steps. For many years our
Junior Church was run by volunteer parents, but an Our Faith Our Hope grant
in 2014 allowed us to hire a dedicated leader. Though the grant has run out,
we still have access to other grants and parents were in favour of searching for
a replacement for Brittany. 

Parents expressed how much they have appreciated opportunities for their
children to get together outside of church, for activities such as painting par-
ties, skating events and field trips. They spoke about supporting more of these
events.

Parents acknowledged the efforts undertaken to
welcome the children to participate in services by
singing in the choir, reading the lesson or taking up
collection. However, Junior Church instruction is an
important way to teach the children more about the
stories of the Bible and help them be comfortable in
our community.

The next step will be to advertise the Child &
Youth Minister position through the month of July

and then to conduct interviews of appropriate
candidates in August. Parents were all prepared to
participate in the selection process. The position is
listed on our website at stolaves.ca/child-youth-

minister.
Please pray for St. Olave’s Children and Youth

Ministry during the summer as we embark on this

Junior Church 
children and the
Easter Bunny gather
on the lawns for the
annual Easter Egg
hunt. 

Children are 
presented their

year end certificates
by Brittany, Rob+
and Alexandra, then
gathered for a party
with face painting
(below) and a water
balloon toss (right)!

s

s

ALMIGHTY God, who
hast committed to
thy holy Church the
care and nurture of
thy children: En-
lighten with thy wis-
dom those who
teach and those who
learn; that, rejoicing
in the knowledge of
thy truth, they may
worship thee and
serve thee all the
days of their life;
through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

were

They also received Dear God prayer books from the Anglican Foundation. 



YOUTH GROUP SUMMER MOVIES
The Youth Group has begun plundering the depths of the
Marvel movie universe. You’ve only missed the first one,
Captain America. Next up are the Iron Man films, July 12, 19
and August 2 and 9 at 6:30 p.m. Watch weekly e-blasts and
announcements for other post-church summer activities!

By Aden Shapland
Youth Group and Choir member

Many of you have heard or
read about the devastat-
ing fire in early May that

severely damaged my high school,
York Memorial Collegiate Insti-
tute. It’s been rough for students
and teachers alike. But, I was very
impressed by the efforts of the An-
glican Church in reaching out and
helping to convene a special ‘inter-
faith service’ on Friday afternoon,
May 31.

Several places of worship in my
neighbourhood participated in this
initiative to comfort the staff and
students. The Reverend Canon

Beth Benson of St. Mary and St.
Martha (in the home of the former
Church of the Good Shepherd) led
the gathering in a beautiful prayer
for the students. 

We also sang a lovely spiritual
entitled “It Is Well With My Soul,”
(see below) a song composed to
praise God through both the highs
and lows of life – which I found
quite fitting, all things considered.
I still have the lyrics with me, and
I hope you enjoy it as much as I
do.

With God’s help, I know I will
overcome this loss. As long as I
have Him as my guide, I cannot
lose my way.
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“Here I have really
learned lots about
God, but also how to
be a part of one big
family.”

–Liesl Kuebler, age 9
What St. Olave’s Means to Me testimonial, 

Read at stolaves.ca/
what-st-olaves-means-to-parishioners

Junior Church & Youth

Faith communities gather in wake

of York Memorial Collegiate fire

It Is Well With My Soul was written by Horatio Spafford in 1873
after his four daughters died in a shipwreck crossing the At-
lantic. It was set to music in 1876.

When peace like a river, attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll
Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say
It is well, it is well, with my soul

(refrain) It is well
With my soul
It is well, it is well with my soul

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
Let this blest assurance control,
That Christ has regarded my helpless estate,
And hath shed His own blood for my soul

(refrain)

My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought
My sin, not in part but the whole,
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more,
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, o my soul

(refrain)
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Welcome to
our Assistant
Curate 
Alexandra
Pohlod!

Readers workshop
with Sally Armour
Wootton

St. George’s Day
“Best Acts of
Courage”

s Sunday, May 5 Alexandra
Pohlod was ordained a deacon
at St. James Cathedral, and one
week later, she began her two-
year position as our Assistant
Curate. The day was marked at
St. Olave’s with a special instal-
lation and reception with, of
course, cake. 

Sally Armour Wootton of Trin-
ity College joined us in March
to lead a workshop in present-
ing scripture in creative and
confident ways. More than 25
people attended.

s

s Choral Evensong for St. George’s Day (transferred to May 12) featured some of St. Olave’s finest:
John Cannings reading Stephen Leacock; Annis Tebbutt in her tribute to Burt Lahr; Bill Wilson slaying
the dragon and Iris Jacobs reading from King Henry VIII. Artwork by Annis Tebbutt.

Scenes from St. O’s
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June 15 the
church was
buzzing with the
sound of bargain
hunters! Our in-
trepid wardens
and clergy stood
at Bloor and 
Windermere 
directing folks to
our doors. Janice
and Dale, below,
were working the
grill; Jackson and
Madeline drew
the welcome
sign!

s

s Toni Habinshuti of Part-
ners in Health Rwanda; 

Katherine Hill of St. Bart’s
sang medieval songs of
Northern Italy;

The Rev’d Margaret 
Rodrigues shared her 
stories of Israel;

s

s
ACW Lawn
Sale

Special
guests

s Emily Klassen and Ben Stein performed
Italian renaissance improvisation music. 

Blessing
the Simnel
Cake on
Mothering
Sunday

s

s The Rev’d Dr. Schuyler and Mag-
gie Brown celebrate their 35th wed-
ding anniversary. 

The 155th Guides unit supported
the ACW LOFT gift bag effort.

s



Upcoming Events

Mark your calendar for these events 
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Every Sunday
8:30 a.m. 

Holy Communion 
in the Chapel

2nd & 4th 
10:30 a.m.

Morning Prayer

1st, 3rd & 5th 
10 a.m.

Morning Prayer 
in the Chapel

10:30 a.m.
Holy Communion

(anointing on the first
Sunday of the mont)

Tuesdays-Fridays 
8:30 a.m.

Morning Prayer
4:30 p.m.

Evening Prayer

Wednesdays
11:15 a.m.

Holy Communion 
in the Chapel 

(excluding July and 
August)

Fridays
noon - 1 p.m.

ORA - Quiet time of
prayer in the Chapel

Prayer Book services in the heart of Bloor West Village

SUNDAYS* (note summer schedule change above) 

The weekday service schedule is published in the bulletin,
e-blast or online at stolaves.ca/weekly-announcements.

JULY

9 - 7 p.m. PFLAG meeting

14 - 10:30 a.m. Morning Prayer

21 - 10:30 a.m. Morning Prayer 
(instead of Holy Communion)

22 - Power4Teens summer camp

25 (Thursday), 7 p.m.
Movie Night – Paul, Apostle of
Christ (see page 2)

28 - 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion 
(instead of Morning Prayer)
4 p.m. – PATRONAL FESTIVAL
on the Eve of St. Olaf. Choral
Evensong followed by barbecue.
Special Guest: Bishop Jenny Andi-

son

30, 31 and 1 - Tuesday - Thursday 
Digging In - Junior Church Day Camp
with The Primate’s World Relief and
Development Fund. How Soil, Seeds
and Animals are part of creation care.
(see page 2)

AUGUST

4 - 10:30 a.m. Morning Prayer 
(instead of Holy Communion)

5-7 - Scout sleep over - TBC 

11 - 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion
(instead of Morning Prayer)

12 - Power4Teens summer camp

13 - 7 p.m. PFLAG meeeting

15 (Thursday), 7 p.m.
Movie Night — All Saints (see page 2)

18 - 10:30 a.m. Morning Prayer 
(instead of Holy Communion)

19 - Power4Teens summer camp

25 - 10:30 a.m Holy Communion 
(instead of Morning Prayer)

SEPTEMBER

8 - GATHERING SUNDAY: Junior
Church program resumes with Bless-
ing of the Backpacks, 10:30 service
followed by lunch on lawn

13 - 6 p.m. - Friday evening prayer 
series with Rev’d Alexandra Pohlod
begins, and runs until October 4.
Evening Prayer followed by light sup-
per and talk. 

29 - 4 p.m. - CHORAL EVENSONG
for Michaelmas, featuring St. Peter’s
Erindale choir, followed by tea and
music feature.

OCTOBER

6 - Dedication Festival

13 - Harvest Thanksgiving services

27 - 4 p.m. - CHORAL EVENSONG
for St. Jude & St. Simon, featuring St.
James Cathedral Choir

Your donations help a child,

their family, the community

WEEKDAYS

ACW Executive

Tuesday, September 17,10:30 a.m.
Mary & Martha Group

Tuesday, September 17, 2 p.m.
Advisory Board Meeting

Tuesday, September 17, 7:30 p.m.
Worship Committee

Sunday, September 22, following
10:30 a.m. service.

Second Century Mission 

Fund meting

Tuesday, September 10, 10 a.m.

Email the office at stolaves@stolaves.ca to receive weekly e-blasts, 
follow us on Twitter  @StOlavesTO and like us on Facebook @stolavesevents

By Leslie Stafford
Second Century Mission Fund Report

Last month some important work was done by
parishioners who volunteer on the Second
Century Committee. They met with the Rev-

erend Don Beyers, Rector of Christ Church, Bolton,
and Social Justice Officer for the York-Credit Valley
Episcopal area of the Diocese of Toronto.

This was in response to the Social Justice motion
passed at our Annual Vestry meeting in Feburary
2019. The motion, moved by Jean Lilley and sec-
onded by Siobhan Carmichael, included the follow-
ing action:  

2) Invite the York-Credit Valley Social Justice Of-
ficer, the Rev. Don Beyers, to meet with interested
parishioners, in order to consider how our parish
may further increase its advocacy and outreach
work in our community.

While St. Olave’s continues to make a social im-
pact internationally by supporting five children in
Burkina Faso with funds that provide educational
supplies, medical care and nutrition through Chris-
tian Children Fund of Canada (CCFC), we know we
can do more closer to home by developing a mean-
ingful partnership with a charity or other organiza-
tion currently supporting people in need. 

Reverend Beyers has assisted our team to focus
our efforts over the summer and when the commit-
tee reconvenes in September we will be sharing in-
formation everyone has gathered and deciding how
best to support the marginalized in our own “back
yard.” We will continue to inform the congregation
through this newsletter.    

Committee members Bob Ragsdale, John Drake, Rob
Mitchell, Siobhan Carmichael and Leslie Stafford. (Chair,
Jean Lilley, is behind the camera!)


