
The Bolt Works, 
later to become 
the Steel Com-
pany of Canada, 
is established 
near the mouth 
of the Humber 
River at what is 
now the north-
east corner of 
The Queensway 
and Windermere 
Avenue, in the 
future commu-
nity of the Village 
of Swansea. A 
growing num-
ber of Anglicans 
follow. Walking 
and horseback 
are the primary 
modes of trans-
portation.

“Perhaps you have hesitantly stood on the steps and  
wondered can this enriching beauty be for you. It 

is for you. Do come in and meet the friendliest people in 
Swansea. You will find yourself in a rich spiritual home of 
Sacrament and Prayer, Teaching and Fellowship. There are 
no strangers at St. Olave’s for we are all one in Christ Jesus.”  
Rev. V. D. Wigmore, St. Olave’s Rector 1955-1982

A Vestry Meet-
ing at St. Anne’s 
Church on Glad-
stone Avenue, 
decides to plant 
a mission church 
founded on evan-
gelical principles. 
The first service is 
held in the board 
room of the Bolt 
Works on July 18, 
by the Reverend 
Henry Softley, 
Curate-in-charge 
from 1886 to 
1894. A white 
roughcast early 
English Gothic-
designed mission 
church is built on 
land donated by 
the Bolt Works. 
The church seats 
150 and costs 
$1,600. Among 
the contributors 
are John G. How-
ard, the donor of 
High Park, John El-
lis of “Herne Hill”, 
Bishop Arthur 
Sweatman and 
the Provost Body 
of Trinity College. 
Ellis later writes, 
“The contractor, 
Mr. Amos Causey, 
under the super-
intendance of Mr. 
Gemmell, of Smith 
& Gemmell Archi-
tects (Toronto), 
has carried out 
the work most 
creditably.” 

Rev’d Softley 
conducts the 
first service in 
September. John 
Ellis, the first rec-
tor’s warden, and 
John Howard are 
credited with  
recommending 
the name be 
changed to St. 
Olave’s by the 
Lake. Bishop 
Sweatman  
approves. 

The Reverend 
W.H.H. Sparks, 
a graduate of 
Wycliffe Col-
lege, begins his 
long ministry in 
November, inter-
rupted in part by 
the disabilities 
he suffers in The 
First World War. 
Commissioned as 
a Major, he is one 
of the first chap-
lains to enlist for 
overseas service. 
Prior to his ap-
pointment, St. 
Olave’s has not 
had a full time 
curate. 

St. Olave’s sepa-
rates from St. 
Anne’s to forge 
its own destiny 
as a self support-
ing parish, two 
years before it 
celebrates its Sil-
ver Anniversary. 
As Lake Ontario 
recedes and the 
shore is filled in 
to permit roads 
and railways the 
suffix “by the 
Lake” is dropped. 
The parish hall 
is situated a 
quarter of a mile 
north of the 
first church. The 
congregation 
will meet here 
until 1927. Some 
years later the 
Mission church 
is destroyed by 
fire. It is lovingly 
remembered.

John Ellis, after 
whom Ellis Av-
enue is named, 
dies, having been 
an active mem-
ber for 37 years. 
He is eulogized 
“as the guard-
ian angel of St. 
Olave’s since its 
inception”. The 
glorious Resur-
rection window 
commanding the 
sanctuary of the 
present church 
commemorates 
his devotion.
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1920 - A.J. Casson of the Group of Seven 
paints the “Old Church Swansea”. 
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Swansea’s grow-
ing prosper-
ity and swelling 
British immigrant 
population leads 
to a success-
ful petition to 
become inde-
pendent of the 
Township of 
York and it is 
incorporated as 
a village. It now 
has a population 
of about 3,255. 
However most 
people live to the 
north and west 
of the Mission 
Church and few 
are attending. 
The Parish has 
some 140 mem-
ber families. With 
the approval of 
the congregation, 
Rev’d Sparks and 
his wife Jessie 
purchase the 
land on which 
our present 
Gothic building 
is situated at 
360 Windermere 
Avenue. But 
the site remains 
vacant and 
Sparks is ailing 
and semi-retired. 

The Reverend 
Sextus Stiles is 
appointed Vicar-
in-Charge. 
Rev’d Stiles sells 
the old parish 
hall and mis-
sion church sites 
and St. Olave’s 
receives a loan 
from Synod. He 
resolves Swansea 
Council’s refusal 
to rezone the 
land by appeal-
ing their decision 
and receiving 
a favourable 
opinion from the 
Supreme Court of 
Ontario. He over-
comes the objec-
tions of St. Paul’s 
Runnymede 
Anglican Church 
after his plans are 
approved by a 
Special Commis-
sion of Arch-
bishop Sweaney 
that rules in St. 
Olave’s favour.

The Caen stone 
baptismal font, 
weighing in at 
two tons, ar-
rives from St. 
Olave’s, Hart 
Street, London. 
Founded around 
1060 A.D., it is 
one of only a 
few churches to 
survive the Great 
Fire of London of 
1666. The font 
was designed by 
Sir Gilbert Scott 
in 1663. Lord 
Wakefield, a for-
mer Lord Mayor 
of London, pays 
for its passage.

Built in the per-
pendicular Gothic 
Revival style, our 
church opens. 
It is designed to 
accommodate 
500 worshippers. 
The original bell 
tower cross from 
the Windermere 
Mission church 
is mounted over 
the main en-
trance. Fourteen 
of the magnifi-
cent stained glass 
windows come 
from the stu-
dios of the now 
internationally 
renowned Cana-
dian stained glass 
artist Yvonne 
Williams and her 
collaborator art-
ist Ellen Simon. 
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In February, 
Rev’d Stiles holds 
the first service in 
the basement, in 
what is now our 
parish hall, on 
Friday, February 
18, 1927. Arch-
bishop Sweaney 
presides at the 
dedication of 
the new base-
ment church. 
The church is 
designed by 
architect John 
Francis Brown.
Scout and Cub 
troops are 
started. Rev’d 
Stiles’ brother Dr. 
John Stiles, is Do-
minion Commis-
sioner of the Boy 
Scout movement 
in Ottawa. Today 
we welcome the 
101st Toronto 
Scout Troop 
and Unit 155 
Girl Guides of 
Canada. 
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Saint Olave’s is named for Olav Harald-
son, an 11th century Norwegian King, 

martyr and Saint credited with helping King 
Ethelred the Unready of England, burning 
down London Bridge and saving London 
from the Danes. An inscription in a church 
on Gottland Island in the Baltic Sea declares he Christianized his sub-
jects in a single week by the edict: “BE BAPTISED, OR OFF WITH YOUR 
HEADS.” St. Olave’s Swansea did not adopt this extreme approach! 

St. Olave’s is 
consecrated in 
March by the Pri-
mate of Canada 
and Bishop of 
Toronto Arch-
bishop Derwyn T. 
Owen. It is debt 
free and remains 
so today.
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Our Viking 
Past?



During the boom 
years that fol-
low the Second 
World War, many 
of St. Olave’s pa-
rishioners moved 
to new homes 
outside of Swan-
sea and their 
former homes 
are purchased by 
non-Anglicans, 
many from 
east Europe. 
In April, Rev’d 
Stiles introduces 
a new method 
of fundraising 
to supplement 
the givings. He 
hires the Wells 
Organization for 
fundraising and 
increases the to-
tal annual givings 
from $19,220 in 
1954 to $29,462 
in 1955.

Rev’d Stiles re-
tires. As the War-
dens search for a 
new rector they 
are informed 
by Bishop Fred 
Wilkinson that St. 
Olave’s must pro-
vide accommoda-
tion for the new 
rector. A ravine 
property at No. 
8 Mossom Place 
is purchased for 
$21,000. Rev’d 
Dr. Verschoyle D. 
Wigmore is hired 
and becomes the 
first resident of 
the Rectory. His 
love for po-
etry and verse is 
forever immor-
talized in his nick-
name ‘Versey’. 
The Wigmores’ 
arrival coincides 
with Toronto’s 
expansion as one 
of the fastest 
growing cities 
in North Amer-
ica, the birth of 
Metro Toronto 
and the growth 
of churches of 
all denomina-
tions throughout 
Greater Toronto. 
St. Olave’s parish-
ioners actively 
contribute to 
its missionary 
growth, covering 
over 40% of the 
budget to this 
expansion. There 
are 388 envelope 
subscribers as 
this work begins. 

St. Olave’s turns 
75. The Sunday 
School has 150 
Baby Boomers 
enrolled. We buy 
our organ from 
the Keates Organ 
Company of 
Acton, Ont., with 
legacy monies for 
$36,202.65. 
In response to 
a growing tide 
of agnosticism 
and reduction 
in parishioners 
the Christian 
churches drew 
together to try 
and reconcile 
their differences. 
Union between 
the protestant 
denominations 
seemed possible. 
Rev’d Wigmore, 
supported by 
his parish, was 
active in Swansea 
and at the Synod 
level, as a mem-
ber of the Ecu-
menical Affairs 
Committee. He 
was supported by 
the Rev’d Morgan 
Rowland and the 
congregation of 
the neighbour-
ing Windermere 
United Church. 
After a year of 
conferences 
between the 
Anglican and 
United churches 
of Canada the 
Church hierarchy 
abandoned the 
project. 

Toronto hosts the 
World Congress 
of Anglicans 
and St. Olave’s 
families play host 
to its delegates. 
It was noted that 
there was no 
structural orga-
nization holding 
the far-flung 
Anglican Commu-
nion together but 
the traditional 
Book of Com-
mon Prayer and 
a sincere love 
of the Anglican 
form of worship 
still cherished by 
our congregation 
today. 

Rev’d Wigmore 
realizes St. 
Olave’s needs 
to establish an 
endowment 
fund to ensure it 
remains a viable 
centre of Chris-
tian teaching. 
The Memorial 
fund begins with 
a contribution of 
$9,500 from Mrs. 
Percival Morgan.

 1947  1955 1962 1963 1966 1970s

In Memory of the Village of 

SWANSEA
Passed away Dec. 31st, 1966,  

12 Midnight

Dearly loved and always  

remembered – by the  

residents of Mossom Place.

Flowers gratefully declined.

Swansea is incor-
porated into the 
City of Toronto, 
the residents’ 
taxes go up and 
the Swansea 
clergy are no 
longer invited 
to appear at 
Swansea Schools. 
Wigmores’ neigh-
bours publish 
an obit in the 
Toronto Telegram 
newspaper (see 
below).



Rev’d Dr. Wig-
more retires and 
is succeeded by 
Rev’d Reginald 
‘Reg’ Rose, a 
gifted preacher 
and graduate of 
Wycliffe College. 
He makes his 
mark with his 
concern for the 
less fortunate. 
He becomes 
President of 
Anglican Houses 
and a founder of 
Wilkinson House 
for former psychi-
atric patients. He 
starts a program 
to rescue young 
people from the 
city streets. 

 1982
The Princess 
Royal, Princess 
Anne, daughter 
of Queen Eliza-
beth, attends a 
special Morning 
service in June 
to celebrate the 
100th Anniver-
sary of St. Olave’s 
and reads the 
Lesson.

 1986
The Second 
Century Fund is 
started to ensure 
that charity and 
mission is not 
forgotten while 
we raise money 
to ensure the 
maintenance of 
our education 
programs, the 
Church and  
Rectory.

Rev’d David Bur-
rows, a gradu-
ate of Wycliffe 
College, succeeds 
Rev’d Rose. He 
and his wife 
Penny and four 
teenage children 
move into the 
Rectory. Rev’d 
Burrows quickly 
gains the admira-
tion of the Parish 
as a versatile and 
thoughtful Bible 
scholar, able to 
read the Bible in 
Hebrew, Greek 
and English all at 
the same time! 
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Rev’d Burrows 
sees his mission 
as caring for the 
homeless and 
establishes a 
weekly Hunger 
Patrol mobile 
soup kitchen 10 
months of the 
year. This mission 
helps further 
establish St. 
Olave’s focus on 
social justice. The 
Rectory becomes 
a refuge for dis-
placed persons 
and Rev’d Bur-
rows becomes  a 
police chaplain 
for 14th Division. 
In the summer 
he leads the St. 
Michael’s Youth 
Conference, a 
week long teen 
Bible camp under 
the auspices of 
the Prayer Book 
Society. 
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 1996
St. Olave’s  
celebrates 125 
years of wor-
ship and service 
to the Swansea 
community and 
beyond. Much 
of the preced-
ing Parish Profile 
highlights the 
activities current-
ly at St. Olave’s 
occurring under 
Rev’d Burrows’ 
guidance.

2016
Rev’d Robert J. 
Mitchell, also a 
Wycliffe grad, is 
named St. Olave’s 
sixth Incumbent.
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