
Jesus Cleanses Ten Lepers 
(St. Luke 17:11—19) 

 As Jesus made his way to Jerusalem, he went along the border between 

Samaria and Galilee.  He was going into a village when he was met by ten 

men suffering from a dreaded skin disease. They stood at a distance and 

shouted, “Jesus! Master! Have pity on us!” Jesus saw them and said to 

them, “Go and let the priests examine you.” On the way they were made 

clean. When one of them saw that he was healed, he came back, praising 

God in a loud voice.  He threw himself to the ground at Jesus' feet and 

thanked him. The man was a Samaritan.  Jesus spoke up, “There were ten 

who were healed; where are the other nine?  Why is this foreigner the only 

one who came back to give thanks to God?” And Jesus said to him, “Get up 

and go; your faith has made you well.” 



Understanding the Story  

 Leprosy is a skin disease.  In Jesus’ time people who had leprosy were 

considered unclean so they had to live separately from the rest of their 

community. When Jesus met ten lepers he said to them, “Go and let the 

priests examine you.”  He said this because of the instructions in the Book of 

Leviticus.  Leviticus is found in the Old Testament.  It is the third book of 

the Bible.  Leviticus contains hundreds of laws and instructions for everyday 

life in ancient Israel, including laws about leprosy.  If anyone had a skin 

disease they had to go to the priests and they would decide if the person was 

clean or unclean. 
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Should we be like the nine who did not return to thank Jesus or the one who 
did? It is easy to pray when we want something from God but how often do 
we remember to thank God for everything good in our life? 

I am thankful for… 

      1.____________________________ 

  2.____________________________ 

     3.____________________________ 

4.____________________________ 

Thank you Jesus! 

 

A General Thanksgiving 
(BCP p. 14)  

ALMIGHTY God, Father of all mercies, We thine unworthy servants do give thee 
most humble and hearty thanks For all thy goodness and loving-kindness To us 
and to all men; We bless thee for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings 
of this life; But above all for thine inestimable love In the redemption of the world 
by our Lord Jesus Christ; For the means of grace, And for the hope of glory. And 
we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy mercies, That our hearts may be 
unfeignedly thankful, And that we show forth thy praise, Not only with our lips, 
but in our lives; By giving up ourselves to thy service, And by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; Through Jesus Christ our Lord, To 
whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, world without 
end. Amen.



Once you find all the words read the story from St Luke’s Gospel again. Underline all 
the words from the word search that appear in the text on the first page.


