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Archbishop Fred Hiltz, Pri-
mate, coming Jan. 15!

Celebrate Christmas  –the whole season

I
’m delighted that we will have Randy
Williams, a Trinity Divinity student,
spending time with us throughout the

winter and spring. Randy is required to
complete a parish placement as part of his
training for ministry, and he has chosen our
parish. Randy will be engaged in various
forms of parish ministry and will be taking
special interest in explor-
ing what it takes to culti-
vate a spirit of welcome
within a church commu-
nity. In addition to teach-
ing and preaching, he will
be doing some home and
hospital visitation. Please
make Randy welcome.

The coming weeks and months promise
to be both a busy and exciting time for St
Olave’s. The Nativity play, Lessons and
Carols, the Christmas Eve and Christmas
Day services, and the Feast of the
Epiphany Communion service and talk on

January 6. There are plenty of opportunities
for learning and worship right here in the
comfort of our parish church. I hope you
will take advantage of as much of these
Christmas-tide offerings as you are able. It
has often been said that for a small church
St. Olave’s “punches above its weight,”
and I couldn’t agree more!

We often think of the Christmas season
wrapping-up in early January. This is cer-
tainly the case in the world of commerce,
where all eyes are set of Valentine’s Day
merchandise the moment Boxing Day sales
are over. But in contrast to the rapidly
shifting focus of the advertising industry
and others, the Christian calendar encour-
ages us to linger in adoration around the
newborn Christ Child for much longer. In
fact, we can remain with the baby Jesus
until at least February 2, when we celebrate
the feast of the Presentation of Christ in the
Temple. Candlemas, as it’s otherwise
known, is the day we recall the moment the
child was brought by Mary and Joseph into
the Temple, several weeks after his birth.
The devout Simeon took the infant Christ

in his arms and declared, “…mine eyes
have seen thy salvation, which thou hast
prepared before the face of all people; a
light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory
of thy people Israel.” On February 2, we
will have a special service of Holy Com-
munion to commemorate this important
moment. And following long-standing
church tradition, we will light and bless
candles, and sing Simeon’s song, the Nunc
Dimittis. And by so doing, we will be wit-
nessing to the world, in our own small way,
that the story of the birth of Jesus doesn’t
end on December 26, but that the Light of
World shines brightly always and forever-
more.   

“Let your light so shine before others,
that they may give glory to your Father
who is in heaven.” I hope you can join us at
many of our Christmas services through to
February 2 Candlemas to add your own
light to all those who will together pro-
claim the true meaning of Christ’s coming
for our lives and for the world.  

Rob+  

W
e are pleased to announce that
the Most Rev’d Archbishop Fred
Hiltz, Primate of the Anglican

Church of Canada, has accepted Rev’d
Mitchell’s invitation to participate in our
annual joint service with our South Su-
danese brothers and sisters on Sunday,

January 15, 10:30 a.m.

As well as celebrating the communion,
ABp Hiltz will preach and touch on the
work of the Primate’s World Relief and De-
velopment Fund in South Sudan. The crisis
continues to unfold there and our South Su-
danese congregation has had many special

prayer services in memory of loved ones
who have died recently.

Archbishop Hiltz is also head of the Pri-
mate’s World Relief and Development
Fund. Since July 2016, PWRDF has given
$50,000 to the Sudanese Development and
Relief Agency (SUDRA) to help the more
than 70,000 South Sudanese refugees who
have fled to Uganda.

After the service the South Sudanese will
again serve their delicious African lunch-
eon spread and share their musical talents.
Don’t miss this special day in the life of St.
Olave’s. –Janice Douglas

Rector’s Letter
By the Rev’d Rob Mitchell

Twitter @StOlavesTO | Facebook.com/stolavesevents
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T
he Wardens would like to extend
warm wishes to all at St. Olave’s
over Advent and Christmas. And all

the very best in the New Year!
Our new Incumbent, Reverend Robert

Mitchell and his wife Caroline, have now
moved and settled into 4 Willard Gardens.
The home was blessed as St. Olave’s Rec-
tory with a special service facilitated by
Reverend Rob on October 22.

With the assistance of Sheila Tait (Prop-
erty Chair), Dave Webb (sexton), and Rob
and Caroline, the Wardens have arranged
for painting, repairs, new railings, locks,
light switches and a stove. We are pleased
with the results and are gratified that Rob
and Caroline are comfortable there.

Multiple new installations have been put
in place at the Church, too. As well as the
new fire alarm and security system, we
have installed a new telephone system,
with separate access for the Rector, the
church secretary, the sexton and the music
director. Now when you call the church’s

main line, you can leave a private message
for any staff member.

A Christmas Appeal letter has been is-
sued to parishioners, to help St. Olave’s to
be sustainable and strengthen its ministry.
We are already seeing some results.

As Wardens, we can look back on 2016
as a remarkable year for St. Olave’s. We
have sold the previous Rectory, acquired a
new one and arranged for the surplus to be
invested in a Consolidated Trust Fund
through the Diocese. We have refurbished
the Rector’s office and plan in the New
Year to overhaul the Warden’s Vestry. And
most importantly, we have been fortunate
to work with Reverend Rob, to form ideas
and initiatives that will keep the parish of
St. Olave’s vibrant and growing.

A Word from the Wardens
Annis Tebbutt, Rector’s Warden

Janice Douglas, People’s Warden

Paul Scrivener, Deputy Warden

What a year!
By Jean Lilley

Second Century Fund Chair

T
he Second Century Fund was
initiated on January 25, 1989 by the
Rev. Reg Rose, Robert Ragsdale,

Dr. Alan Williams, John Pickering and with
input from the Rev. Dr. Versey Wigmore.
The purpose, two-fold – to generate
monies for Christian Mission work and
Outreach projects locally, in Canada and
internationally, and second, for Christian
education.

The $5,000 “starter”
in 1990 has grown
because of our
offerings, legacies,
memorial gifts in
memory of loved ones
and friends, and due to
investments.
Investments are made
in consultation and
with the guidance of
TD Waterhouse for a
very low fee thanks to
the continuing good
relationship
established by Mr.
Ragsdale. Money
designed for legacies
remains in the capital, not spent but
generating interest unless the donor
instructs otherwise. As a result, the fund
has grown to $200,000 and more
depending on the market.

The current committee is composed of
Jean Lilley (chairperson), Leslie Stafford,
founding member Robert Ragsdale, all
who have served for several years, plus
two new members Carol Drummond and
the Rev. Robert Mitchell, our new
incumbent.

Over 30 organizations have been assisted
over the years. A condensed listing
describing the activities is displayed in the
narthex for your perusal. Over $340,000
has been distributed to Christian charities
and missions of St. Olave’s choice as well
as Diocesan missions since inception 26
years ago.

Your loonie, twonie and more help.  If
you use PAG, envelopes or cash, please
indicate in writing the amount to go to the
Second Century Fund as we continue these
good works. Thank you very much.

A recent aquisition to St. Olave’s Li-
brary, now housed on the Ethel Brown
Room fireplace mantel, is a book
called Celtic Daily Prayer, Book Two:

Farther Up and Farther In. Those
who flip through the book will find
two poems written by our very own
Church Librarin, Cathy Hutcheon. Be-
cause it is Book Two, the page count
begins at 850. On page 895 is a poem
for Day 14 in a collection of medita-
tions for each day of the month. The
other is for March 1, St. David’s Feast
Day. Enjoy the poems here, and seek
out the volume when you have the op-
portunity. 

The Library Corner

Please remember
our mission fund

Parish News

A poet among us

Your Wardens, hard at work at the annual
Christmas Craft Show Nov. 19

Bishop Stephen
Andrews, the new

Principal at
Wycliffe College,
preached at our
Dec. 4 service in

honour of Second
Century Sunday.

Day 14, by Cathy Hutcheon

Your love comes to me
in the silence,
ordinary.
Like a child’s treasure
I turn it over
in the nook of my hand,
warming its smooth
heaviness.

A thought of You,
stony,
clearly defined,

drops as though
down a deep
well,

is lost
momentarily,

then turns up
a certainty in the heart.

“Those who can read
should!”



On November 13 Junior Church said
farewell to Laura Bennett as she and
Andrew prepare for the birth of their
baby, due December 9. After a spe-
cial coffee hour, we processed with
about 40 toys that had been donated
to the local Fire Station for their an-
nual toy drive. The kids were able to
tour the station and board the
firetruck! We look forward to wel-
coming Laura back in January and
meeting the new babe.

Rehearsals for the 33rd annual
Nativity Play are underway. Don’t
miss the performance on Sunday,
Dec. 11 during the 10:30 service.
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Christmas is coming!

On Saturday, November 19, St.
Olave’s presented its fourth annual
Christmas Craft Show & Coffee
House and enjoyed another very suc-
cessful event! Over 20 tables were
rented to crafts-persons and artisans,
showcasing a variety of unique items,
perfect for completing that Christmas
shopping list. Many came to visit our
Coffee House and stayed to enjoy the
specialty coffee, treats and warm fel-
lowship. The ACW facilitated an ex-
tensive book sale, along with their
delicious home-made foods and knit-
ted crafts. About 350 folks attended
the event and our gross profit will be
around $3,000. We are so grateful for
all the volunteers that helped and the
support of our sub-committee, help-
ing through this event to bring good-
will to our parish.
– Annis Tebbutt
Co-chair, Christmas Craft Show 
Sub-Committee

Christmas Craft Show
& Coffee House

Junior Church update

Zahra (left) welcomes new-
comer Olivia to the first Na-
tivity Play rehearsal. Both
are playing angels! (Above)
Fun times at Fire Station
#425 on Deforest.

Youth Group
leader Carol Am-

bler (bottom right
in the Grinch T-

shirt) is helped in
the Coffee House

by Sarah
Mundinger, left,
and Abigail Mc-
Cormick (right).

Other youth
helpers included
Miranda Brany-

ickzy and Eric He-
witt. Below, sock

monkeys and mit-
tens ruled the day!

BLACK CREEK
PIONEER 
VILLAGE TRIP
On Saturday, Dec.
3, 32 St. Olave’s
parishioners bun-
dled into a school
bus and headed
north to BCPV. We
spent a leisurely af-
ternoon strolling
the historic build-
ings, including,
ahem, the brewery
(see right). The day
was capped with an
Evensong service in
Fisherville Church
(top) led by Rev’d
Rob. A good time
was had by all!



DECEMBER
10 (Saturday) – 9:30 a.m.
ACW Christmas Breakfast Collection of
Gift Bags for Seniors in Need
9:30 a.m. Nativity Play Dress Rehearsal

11 – 10:30 a.m.
33rd Annual Children’s Nativity Play 
followed by Coffee Hour

18 – 7:30 p.m.
Candlelight Festival of Nine Lessons and
Carols followed by refreshments

24 – Christmas Eve

4 p.m. - Family Service
10:30 p.m. - Candlelight Service of Holy
Communion

25 – Christmas Day

8:30 & 10:30 a.m. - Service of Holy Com-
munion

JANUARY
1 - New Year’s Day
8:30 & 10:30 a.m. - Holy Communion 
for the Circumcision of Christ

6 (Friday) – 6 p.m. - Holy
Communion for the Feast of
the Epiphany, followed by
light supper and talk by Rev.
Canon Ruth Smith “In the
Steps of St. Paul” 

15 – 10:30 a.m. 
Annual Joint Service with South Sudanese
Congregation Special Guest: Archbishop
Fred Hiltz, Primate of the Anglican Church
of Canada (see story page 1)

FEBRUARY
2 (Thursday) – 7 p.m.
Candlemas Service of Holy Communion

5 – 4 p.m. 
Choral Evensong for the Queen’s Acces-
sion followed by Royal Festive Tea and
“Music for Royal Occasions”

26 – 10:30 a.m.
Thinking Day service for Young People
with Special Guests:101st Scout Groups
and 55th Girl Guide Units

26 - Noon - Annual Pancake Lunch! 

MARCH
1 - Ash Wednesday

9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Jun-
ior Church field trip
to St. James Cathe-
dral Discovery Day
(TBC) 
7 p.m. - Service of
Holy Communion
& Imposition of Ashes

5 – 4 p.m.
Choral Evensong for First Sunday in Lent
followed by light refreshments and “Mon-
teverdi 450”

8, 15, 22, 29 Wednesdays in Lent – 6 p.m.
Services of Holy Communion
followed by light supper and 
Lenten Series “Entering the Wilderness”
with the Rev. Rob Mitchell

Worship & 
Special Events

Don’t forget to pick up the announcement booklet published the first Sunday of each month to learn of
more events as they are scheduled. Please call or email the office to get on our email list or also check our
events on facebook.com/stolavesevents.If you’re not on Facebook, just click “no thanks” at the prompt.

Group Meetings
Tues., Dec. 13

10 a.m.  - ACW Executive 
1 p.m. - Mary & Martha 

Tues., Jan. 17 – 2 p.m.
Mary & Martha 

Tues., Jan. 24 – 7:30 p.m. 
Advisory Board 

(reports due by January 17)

Tues., Feb. 21 – 2 p.m.
Mary & Martha 

Tues., March 21 – 2 p.m.
Mary & Martha 

Every Sunday
8:30 a.m. 

Holy Communion in
the Chapel

1st, 3rd & 5th Sun-
days 

10:30 a.m.
Holy Communion
with Anointing

2nd, 4th Sundays 
10:30 a.m. 

Morning Prayer

Wednesdays
10 a.m.

Bible Study 
11 a.m.

Holy Communion 
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BAPTISMS

Maxwell Christopher Thomas
October 30, 2016

FUNERALS

William Michael Keating
January 30, 2016

Karl Horst Kubin
April 12, 2016

Gloria June Ross
June 16, 2016

Phyllis Edge
October 15, 2016

Nancy Lam
November 6, 2016

Parish News

Prayer Book services in the heart of Bloor West Village

COME TO OUR ANNUAL 
VESTRY MEETING!

Friday, Feb. 24, 2017 

Supper at 6 p.m. | Meeting at 7 p.m.
(committee financial reports due by

February 14)

Come out for a nice supper and 
fellowship, then learn more about how

we keep the lights on at the church!

Passages in 2016


