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“Take nothing for the journey.”  
These are the words of Jesus as he sent

out the disciples to spread the good news.
(Lk 9.3) To be a Christian is nothing, if it is
not to journey with Jesus. We walk with
him daily, and he walks with us; we walk
together through the joys of the good times
and the sorrows of the bad. He is our guide,
our light, our compass, and our companion.
We face the trials of life more boldly
knowing that he stands at our side.   

Holy Week is our time to stand at his. As
he endures his Last Supper, his agony in
Gethsemane, his trial, his humiliation and
deprivation, and his painful walk to Golgo-
tha, we are invited to journey with him; to
share in his sufferings; to be faithful to him
where the disciples failed him.

Come, and join me and your parish fam-

ily, and let us walk with him through Holy
Week and Easter together. 

Come, but take nothing for the journey.
Leave behind your anxieties and burdens,
your worldly concerns and preoccupations,
and make this week about Jesus. Leave be-
hind your cares, and welcome him into
Jerusalem with psalms of praise on Palm
Sunday. Leave behind your fears, and walk
the way of the cross with him on Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday, pausing to reflect
upon the works of art (the Stations of the
Cross) produced by members of our own
congregation. Leave behind the burdens of
work, and join him at his Last Supper on
Thursday, and watch as the altars of our
church are stripped, as he was stripped (Mt
27. 31). And leave behind all worldly pre-
occupations as we stand together at the foot
of his cross on Friday, gazing upon his bro-
ken body.  

And then finally, arrive with us on Easter

Day. There, we will stand outside the
empty tomb, and will celebrate his “mighty
resurrection” (BCP, p. 83). We may have
left everything behind, but here, on this
day, by that tomb, we gain everything. All
that was abandoned is replaced with all that
we need. Come and journey with
Jesus, and find life.  

January 1, 2017 was a special day for St.
Olave’s – and for our very own Bob Ragsdale
who can now add the letters ODT after his
name. He was among 48 people named to

the Order of the Diocese of Toronto in a New
Year’s Day ceremony at St. James Cathedral.
About a dozen St. O’s parishioners, includ-
ing Jim Shapland and Muriel Casey (shown),
Bob’s daughter and grandson, and our Rec-
tor were there to share in the fun. Also in the
photo at left, the Reverend David Neelands,
Dean of Divinity at Trinity College, who will

visit St. Olave’s April 30.

Rector’s Pastoral Letter
The Reverend Rob Mitchell

Twitter @StOlavesTO | Facebook.com/stolavesevents

Check out our

new website!

Iris Jacobs’
watercolour
“Jesus dies
on the cross”
is a station in
the Way of
the Cross
community
art project.

Holy Week a time to journey with Jesus

Reaching out to community



Welcome
ministry gets
a tune-up

By Randy Williams
Divinity Student

As part of a new initiative
to review and revise how

we at St. Olave’s welcome
each other and extend wel-
come to guests, we launched a
four-part series about Chris-
tian hospitality. “Holy Hospi-
tality: Open Doors, Open
Hearts” ran for four Sundays
after worship during January
and February. The four ses-
sions were well attended and
we learned much about our-
selves, and about God’s car-
ing, mandated gift of
hospitality. There was also a
fifth session for greeters and
sides people in which we role-
played greeting one another
and carefully considered
every aspect of the job. In ad-
dition to the sessions, a
weekly hospitality quotation
was placed in the Sunday
worship bulletin. 
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Following our annual Vestry meeting at St.
Olave’s, the Wardens would like to extend
a hello from the team of 2017! 

As appointed by our Rector, Janice Dou-
glas is the Rector’s Warden and Paul
Scrivener is the Deputy Rector’s Warden.
Elected at Vestry are Annis Tebbutt as Peo-
ple’s Warden and Sandra Franke as Deputy
People’s Warden.

Sandra will be drawing on her back-
ground in architecture to assist with proj-
ects throughout the church, including plans
for the Narthex and Warden’s Vestry. As an
artist, we have also been fortunate to have

Sandra’s work displayed in our church.
Welcome Sandra!

Coming on board is John Cannings as
our new envelope secretary, with a thank
you to John Stafford for his work in this ca-
pacity in 2016. We are also pleased to wel-
come back Karen Bennedsen as Bookeeper,
David Hutcheon as Capital Fund Commit-
tee Chair, David Pickering as Synod Repre-
sentative, Sheila Tait as Property Chair and
Jean Lilley as Second Century Chair.

At Vestry, approval was passed on a Mo-
tion to appoint a committee to design and
implement ways to increase generous, sac-
rificial giving for St. Olave’s Church.  This
committee will research, consult and facili-
tate teaching and preaching to focus on in-
vesting in our future. We are pleased to
report that Don Weston has accepted the in-
vitation from the Rector to chair this com-
mittee.

Don is also busy restoring a piece of St.
Olave’s past unearthed by Graydon – a
carved section of the old altar which will
be incorporated into our existing altar.

Looking ahead, we will be “getting our
house in order” with a Narthex refresh and
a reorganization of the Wardens’ Vestry.
We’re also planning on installing air-condi-
tioning in the Rector’s office and our new
Rectory.

A Word from the Wardens
Janice Douglas, Rector’s Warden

Annis Tebbutt, People’s Warden

Paul Scrivener, Deputy Rector’s Warden

Sandra Franke, Deputy People’s Warden

Investing in our future

At the Vestry in February, the Diocesan Social Justice motion was read, as follows:
“We, the vestry of St. Olave’s commit ourselves to continue to work to implement the Calls to Ac-

tion of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada. As part of this effort, we call on the

Government of Canada to address Call to Action #43: to fully adopt and implement the United Na-

tions Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as the framework for reconciliation. In par-

ticular, we call on the Government of Canada to immediately develop policies requiring free, prior

and informed consent be obtained from Indigenous communities in Canada and abroad with respect

to developments affecting their lands and resources, as outlined in Articles 10, 19, and 32 of the

Declaration.” (see below right)

After people expressed some concern that they didn’t have
enough information to vote, the motion was amended and
carried to reflect a commitment to educate ourselves on the
issues of Indigenous people in Canada and the Calls to Rec-
onciliation, and then vote again.

At the Corporation’s first meeting after Vestry, we dis-
cussed ways to do this, such as providing resources about the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission for parishioners to
take home and read. We also discussed inviting the Indige-
nous Bishop Mark MacDonald to speak at St. Olave’s. Since
then the Rector has secured a date for October, a special
Healing Service to coincide with the Feast of St. Luke 
(a physician). Stay tuned for details of this special service.
Further research has prompted a decision to also celebrate the
National Aboriginal Day of Prayer on Sunday, June 18.

We will aim to have a special vestry after church on a Sun-
day in the fall after Bishop Mark’s visit. In the meantime,
please consider taking the opportunity to read up on the is-
sues at www.trc.ca or www.anglican.ca/tr.

If you have any ideas or other resources to share with the
congregation, please let the Wardens know. 

Article 10: “Indigenous peoples shall
not be forcibly removed from their
lands or territories. No relocation shall
take place without the free, prior, and
informed consent of the indigenous
peoples concerned and after agree-
ment on just and fair compensation
and, where possible, with the option
of return”

Article 19: “States shall consult and
cooperate in good faith with the In-
digenous peoples concerned through
their own representative institutions in
order to obtain their free, prior and in-
formed consent before adopting and
implementing legislative or adminis-
trative measures that may affect them”

Article 32, section 1: “Indigenous peo-
ples have the right to determine and
develop priorities and strategies for
the development or use of their lands
or territories and other resources.”

Social Justice motion to get a second reading

Sandra
Franke re-
cently held
an exhibit
of her
paintings
titled “The
Cross in
negative
Space.”

Parish News



Junior Church & Youth

By Laura Bennett
Child & Youth Minister

T
he Junior has kept things lively
this Winter with some fun and ac-
tive events. In February we made

the best of the cold with our annual skat-
ing party. On a perfectly mild Saturday
we took over Rennie Park’s tree-lined
rink for a few hours of skating, before
heading back to St.Olave’s to warm up
with hot chocolate, snacks, and parachute
games! This event was lots of fun for our

Junior Church
kids, and parents
alike.

As March
rolled around we
still hadn’t gotten
our fill of winter
sports. This time
though, we

brought our fun indoors with a few games
of Floor Hockey. Complete with nets,
bumpers, hockey sticks and the most per-
fect floor hockey puck that-you-ever-did-
see, we went head-to-head, raising our
heart rates, AND our spirits. When it was
time for a break we observed the Lenten
season by making ‘Tomb Cookies’ in the
kitchen. These cookies tell the story of
Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection with
each step in the recipe. Our Junior
Church kids had plenty of fun learning
about the remarkable truth of Easter....and
licking their sticky fingers! 
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The Skating Party, left to
right: Aden Shapland,
Abby McCormick, Alicia
Christopher, Laura Ben-
nett, Henry, Lisa, Olivia
and Alex Jeens, Zahra
Christopher, Isabella San-
tianni, Claire and Eric He-
witt, Sharmila Powell, Liesl
Kuebler, Craig Douglas,
Jesse, Lori  and Olivia Dick-
son. Also joining in, Claire
Dawson, Carol Ambler, Jan-
ice Douglas, Rob Mitchell,
John and Jacob Stafford,
Andrew and Wynona Ben-
nett.  

Keeping winter 
lively with Junior
Church events

Floor hockey partic-
ipants were (on
floor left to right):
Laura Bennett,
Henry and Olivia
Jeens, Sarah
Mundinger, Oliver
Woods; standing,
Aden, Rob, Henry,
Janice, Chris
Woods, Alison
Honey and Poppy
Woods.



Worship & Special Events

APRIL
9 – Palm Sunday
8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m; Blessing
and Distribution of the Palms

Holy Week
10 (Monday) – 2-3 p.m.
self-guided tour of stations 
of the cross
7 p.m. - Way of the Cross and
Said Holy Communion

11 (Tuesday) – 2-3 p.m. 
self-guided tour of stations 
of the cross
7 p.m. - Way of the Cross and
Said Holy Communion

12 (Wednesday)– 2-3 p.m.
self-guided tour of stations 
of the cross
7 p.m. - Way of the Cross and
Said Holy Communion

13 - 7 p.m. Maundy Thursday
Holy Communion and Stripping
of the Altars

14 - 10:30 a.m. Good Friday
Cross of Christ Service

16 - Easter Day
8:30 a.m. - Holy Communion
with Hymns
10:30 a.m. - Sung Holy Com-
munion with Children’s Program
and Easter Egg Hunt following
the service

23 – 4 p.m. Choral Evensong fol-
lowed by St. George’s Tea and
“Best of Friends”

26 (Wednesday) - 6 p.m. 
Evening Prayer followed by
Light Supper and Book Study
(see above)

29 (Saturday) - 11 a.m. 
Confirmation Class

30 – 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Guest Preacher: David Neelands,
Dean of Divinity, Trinity College 

MAY
3, 10 & 17 (Wednesdays) 
Gospel of Thomas Book Study
continues. 

7 – 10:30 a.m. 
Guest Speaker from LOFT Com-
munity Housing; Confirmand ex-

amination during service; noon -
Confirmation Class

21 - 10:30 a.m. 
Confirmand examination during
service; noon - Confirmation
Class

25 (Thursday) - 6 p.m. 
Service of Holy Communion for
Ascension Day (see above)

27 (Saturday) - 11 a.m.
Rehearsal for Confirmation Serv-
ice

28 - 10:30 a.m.
Confirmation with Bishop Jenny
Andison; Luncheon to follow.

3 p.m. - Windermere String
Quartet Concert

JUNE
2 (Friday) – 7 - 9 p.m. 
Art Tour in Narthex

3 (Saturday) – 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Art Tour in Narthex

4 - 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Art Tour in Narthex

11 – 4 p.m. 
Choral Evensong (see above)

17 (Saturday) – TIME TBD
ACW Community Yard Sale!

JULY
28  (July) – 6 p.m.
Patronal Festival Service & BBQ

* Kathy Langston will be in
Toronto at the end of July.  De-
tails of her visit TBC.

Don’t forget to pick up the announcement booklet published the first Sunday of each month to learn of
more events as they are scheduled. Please call or email the office to get on our email list.

Meetings
Tuesday, April 18

10 a.m. - ACW Executive Meeting
2 p.m. - Mary & Martha Group

Tuesday, April 25 - 7:30 p.m.
Advisory Board Meeting

Reports due by Tuesday April 18

Tuesday, May 16
10 a.m. - ACW Executive Meeting

2 p.m. - Mary & Martha Group

Tuesday, June 20 
10 a.m. - ACW Executive Meeting

1 p.m. - Mary & Martha Group
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ST. GEORGE’S DAY: THE BEST
OF FRIENDS
Sunday, April 23, 4 p.m. - Festive

Evensong followed by St. George’s

Tea & The Best of Friends.

In 2017, the Feast of St. George ac-
tually falls on a Sunday, so we
couldn’t miss the chance to celebrate
appropriately – even though it’s only a
week after Easter!  

The service will be followed by a
scrumptious St. George’s Tea, with
homemade English-style cakes, tarts,
biscuits and other sweet treats.  

Then at about 5 p.m., St. Olave’s
Arts Guild presents The Best of
Friends, a selection of prose, poetry
and music from writers who find
drama and comedy in friendships
furtive, familiar or unexpected: Shake-
speare, Brontë, Longfellow and L.M.
Montgomery. The music includes vio-
lin solos by Hannah Corbett; Both

Sides Now sung by soprano Allie
Kennedy; as well as a tribute to Vera
Lynn. The Forces’ Sweetheart recently
turned 100 and Dame Vera marked the
occasion with a new record release,
Vera Lynn 100. 

ASCENSION DAY: THE ANGLICAN-OR-
THODOX DIALOGUE 
Thursday, May 25, 6 p.m. - Holy Commun-

ion followed by chili supper and guest

speaker, Rev. Canon Philip Hobson.

Canon Hobson reflects on recent discus-
sions between Anglicans and Eastern Ortho-
dox concerning the theological understanding
of the human person and the many ethical is-
sues we face today. He describes his experi-
ences at the latest conference of the
Commission for Anglican-Orthodox Dialogue
in Armagh, Northern Ireland. Canon Hobson
has been Rector at St. Martin-in-the-Fields for
20 years and has presented several entertain-
ing travelogues at St. Olave’s.  

TRINITY SUNDAY: CANADA 150,
BOTH SIDES NOW 
Sunday, June 11, 4 p.m. - Festive Evensong

followed by Strawberry Tea and guest

speaker, Larry Beckwith.

To mark Canada’s 150th birthday, St.
Olave’s Choir returns  for an Evensong serv-
ice, followed by our annual Strawberry Tea,
including fruit pies and fresh strawberries
(with cream!) from Etobicoke Farmers’ Mar-
ket. Then at about 5 p.m., the distinguished
Canadian musician, singer, historian and
teacher Larry Beckwith will explore Cana-
dian music from 1867 to the present.
– William Cowling
Religious Education Coordinator

EASTERTIDE WEDNESDAYS Dr. Schuyler Brown will discuss The Gospel of Thomas: The Hidden
Sayings of Jesus, on four Wednesdays from April 26 - May 17. A short Evening Prayer service at 6
p.m. will be followed by a light supper. Talk, readings and discussion will begin at 7 p.m.

A BOOK STUDY WITH 
THE REVEREND DR. SCHUYLER BROWN

Mark your calendar for these exciting presentations 


